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ON THE 
Divine Eternal SONSHIP 1-29 
. 


Jesus CHRIST, &e. 


Reverend and Dear SIR, 

Know not what to think of Mr. 1 Judg; 
1 ment, as to the Trinity of Perſons, in the one 
: divine Eſſence. As, tho* in ſtrong Terms, he 
afſerts a Trinity of Perſons, in the Unity of Jebovab's 
Eſſence, according to the Scripture-Revelation, 


There are Three that bear Record in Heaven, and 


©« theſe Three are One:“ Vet he ſtrangely denies 
thoſe Scripture- Names, by which th6ſe Perſons are 
revealed to us; as ny Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Jobn v. And afferts, © That the 
Names of Father, LY and Holy Spirit, are not 
« to deſcribe in what Manner they exiſt as Divine 
& Perſons, but in what Manner the Divine Perſony 
e have acted for us, and for our Salvation. And, That 
* theſe Names were to give us Ideas of the diſtinct 


Offices, which the 9 had agreed to ſuſtain in 
| | a the 


—_— — 2 


4 Bhs A Lrrrin on the Divine Eternal 
i the CEconomy 1omy- of our Redem ption,” Diſcaurſe upon 
the Self Exiſtence of Jesus CurisT : Page 18. 

Now, Dear Sir, if Mr. R— had not before aſſerted 


a Trinity of Perſons in the Divine Eſſence, I ſhould 


at once have concluded that he was a Sabellian. But 
as it is, I am at a Loſs to know what is his Jadgs 


ment: As he aſſerts a Trinity of Perſons in the Divine 
Eſſence, and then, that theſe Names, of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, are not deſcfiptive of the Manner 
of their. Exiſtence; but are only Names of Office. But 


oſ this Lam very certain, that Mr. R herein, hath 


iven great Countenance to the Sabellian Error, and 
th done great Diſſervice to the Truth in Contro- 
verſy. A Sabellian, wou'd only deſire him to grant 
one Point, mort, T kat ih the Divine mw gov 4 is 
in 


but one Perſon; and then he wou'd at once fa 


with Mr. R—, That the-Names of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, are Names 'of Office: Or, that the ene 
Divine Perſon, acting three Ways for our Salvation, 
Bears theſe Names and Characters.- And tho' I a 
very loth to think, that Mr. R, hath before affir 
a Trivity of Perſons in the Unity of Eſſence, to put 
Bund before the Eyes of His Readers, that they 
Mitt hot diſcern his Aſſertions to be Sabelliauſin : 
Yet if he is ſound in the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Tri- 

ty, T wonder why he ſkou'd fay, That the Names 
© Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are not deſeriptive 

the Manner in which theſe Divine Perſons exiſt in 
*Whevats Eſſence, but only of their diſtin&t Offices, 


. "for our Redemption and Salvation.— I wou'd hope 
MI. R don't think, That there is but cne Pero in 


"the: Divine Eſſnce; that this one Divine Perſon, de- 
Freeing of, and working in, the Formation of the 
Human Nature of Chriſt, is called the Father ; that 
this ſame Divine Perſon, affuming the Human Nature 

| | into 


Sonsnre of Jesvs Cuaisr, Ec. Eh 
into perſonal Union with himſelf, and acting therein 
for our Redemption, has the Character of Sen; and, 
cqdhat this ſame one Perſon, as working powerfully in 
our effectual Vocation, and increaſing Sanctification, 
bears the Name of the Holy Spirit: And fo, that this 
One Perſon in the Divine Eſſence, may be called, and 
is {tiled - Three Per/ons, from his acting perſonally in 
theſe three Ways. And yet without this Suppoſition, 
I know not how to reconcile his Aﬀertions. _ 
And if Mr. R— doth believe that there really a 
three diſtinct Perſons in the ever-blefſed God; and 
that theſe three Divine Perſons had their Exiſtence in 
the Divine Eſſence, prior to their Reſolutions and N 
Engagements to act in the above three ſeveral Ways: 1. 
Then, Sir, what ſhou'd move him to rob them of 1 
their revealed Names? Take away the proper Names 4 
of the Three Perſons, or diſtinct Subſiſtences, in the j 
Divine Effence: And does Mr. R— know what 
Name to call them by, to diſtinguiſh one Perſon from 
another? Or can he know which is the firſt, ſecond ll 
or third Perſoh ? It ſhou'd ſeem he doth not: In that | 
he ſays, One of the Divine Perſons agteed to de- 
* mand ihfinite Satisfaction for Sin, when Mankind 
& ſhou'd offend, and to be the Father of the Human 
Nature of Chriſt, and our Father thro' him,“ 
P. 18. One of the Divine Perſons:“ But which of 
them ? The firlt, ſecond, or third Subſiſtence in the 1 
Divine Eſſence ? It looks as if Mr. R cou'd not tell: 
% One of the Divine Pefſons:“ But what is his li 
Name; that we may adore his Grace? No Name, 
Mr. R— gives us, prior to his Agreement to be the 
Father of the Human Nature of Chriſt, and ours 
thro? him: But adds, Therefore he is called God 
te the Father? And, © not to deſcribe his Nature, 
but his Office.” And thus he proceeds to ſpeak . 
| of 


| his proceeding from the Father and the Son, in the 
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of the other two Perſons : ©** Auotber covenanted to 


become a Son, and thetefote lie is Called Son; Son bf 
1 God, not to deſcribe his Divine Nature, but his 
% Divine Office.” And, © Another of the Divine 
« Perſons covenahted to make the infinite Satis- 
e faction of the Son of God effectual, Land therefore 
he is called the Holy I»ſpirer, or Holy Spirit, the 
Spirit of God, not to deſcribe his Divine Nature, 
but his Divine Office.“ P. 18, 19. | 


Then, Sir, according to Mr. R, the Three Di- 


vine Perſons which he ſpeaks of, were not Father, 
Sen, and Spirit, prior to their agreeing to act, and 


_ . ating according to Agreement, in theſe Three ſeveral 


Ways. If Mr. R— believes Three diſtinct Subſiſt- 
ences in the Divine Eſſence : Does he think there is no 
Manner, nor Order in which they exiſt ?--All that 
are ſound in the Faith, agree, That according to the 
diſtin& Order, in which the Three Divine Perſons 
exiſt in the Divine Eſſence: So is the Order of their 
Acts and Works towards Creatures, and for our Re- 
demption and Salvation. And thoſe proper Names, 
by which theſe Divine Perſons are deſcribed in the 
Holy Scriptures, are doubtleſs deſcriptive, if not of 
their Nature, as God; yet of their diſtinct Sub/ſfences 


in, and as poſſeſſing of the Divine Eſſence, with their 


mutual Relations to each other therein. So that the 
firſt Divine Perſon, with reſpe& to his begetting the 
ſecond Diyine Perſon, is called the Father, and to 
beget his Son, is the peculiar Property of God the 
Father: The ſecond Divine Perſon, with reſpect to 
his ineffable and eternal Generation, in the Divine 


Eſſence, is called the Son; and to be the only-begotten 
of the Father, is the peculiar Property of God the 


Son: And the Third Divine Perfon, with reſpect to 


Divine 


* 


/ 


' Sonsn1p of Ixsus Cuxisr, Se. 7 


Divine Eſſence, is called the Spirit; and to proceed 
from both, as the Spirit of the Father and the Son, is 
the peculiar Property of God the Spirit.--And tho? 
there is no Priority, nor Poſteriority, among theſe 
Divine Perſons : So that one was before, and-another 
after the other, and a third after both, with regard 
to the Order of Time; but each of theſe Three Divine 
Subſiſtences, did together and at once neceſſarily exiſt, 
in the eternal Self-exiſtent Efſence of Jehovah : Yet I 
humbly think, that we may, yea, muſt conceive, 
according to the Scripture-Names given to theſe Di- 
vine Perſons, with their relative Properties, that there - 
was Priority, and Poſteriority, with reſpe& to the 
Order of Nature, And yet this infers not any Supe- 
riority, nor Inferiority, among the Divine Perſons : 
In that the Three diſtinct Subſiſtences, do jointly 
poſſeſs, all the immenſe and eternal Glories, of the 
one undivided, infinite Eſſence of Jebovab. Thus, 
God the Father, as eternally begetting his only Son, 
was, is, and ever will be, Jehovah : God the Son, as 
eternally begotten of the Father, was, is, and ever 
will be, Jebovab: And God the Spirit, as eternally 
proceeding from the Father and the Son, was, is, and 
ever will be Jebovab. Each of the Three Divine 
Perſons, is the Self-exiſtent Gop, as he poſſeſſeth all 
the eſſential Perfections of the Self- exiſtent Eſſence; 
while as a diſtinct Subſiſtence, he exiſts in the Divine 
Eſſence, according to the Order and Mode, which 
is peculiar to him, and his relative Property therein. 
And this from the Scriptures may be proved, with 
reſpect to all the Three Perſons, in the One God: 
While Father, Son, and Spirit, are the proper Names, 
of the Three diſtinek SubGftences, in the one infinite 
Eſſence of Jebovab; and theſe Names, if not deſcrip- 
tive of cheir Nature, as poſſeſſing the Divine Eſſence, 

5 ; * | arg 
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*. are yet deſcriptive of the particular manner of their 
{ip Subſiſtence, in the undivided Eſſence: In which theſe 
3 Three Divine Perſons are Co- equal, Co- eſſential, and 
[| Co- eternal. And according to the Order of their 
Subſilting, and relative Properties, to, and amon 
Themſelves, as firſt, ſecond, and third Perſons,/Father, 
Son, and Spirit: So is the Order of their Acting and 
Working, towards all Creatures and Things in gene- 
ral, and towards the Lord's People in particular, in 
the whole of our Redemption and Salvation. 
And tho' I deny not, that the Divine Father, may 
be called The Father, with reſpect to his being the Fa- 
ther of the Human Nature of Chriſt, and our Father 
thro” him as Mediator; that the Divine Son, may 
be called The Son of God, with reſpect to his miracu- 
lous Conception and Birth, in order to his Obedience 
àn Life and Death; and that the Divine Spirit, may 
be called The Holy Spirit, with reſpect to his ſanctify- 
ing: Work in the Hearts of Men: Yet, whoever He 
de, that robs. theſe Divine Perſons, of their Divine 
Names, as deſcriptive of their diftin&t Subſiſtences in 
the Divine Eſſence, and relative Properties towards 
each -other therein, and as previous to, theſe their 
Relations and Operations for our Salvation; doth 
Bttle leſs, I think I may ſay, he doth nothing leſs 
than rob them of their Perſonality 5 and fo, of their 
Divine Glory. 7 50657085 B "Oy "IRR 
I 0o bring it to the Second Divine Perſon: If the 
Son of Cod, is ſo ſtyled, merely with reſpe& to his 
Human Nature; the Son of God, as thus conſidered, 
is but a Creature; his Human Nature, being of the 
| fame Species with ours. And with regard to himſelf , 
as Man, he ſaid, My Father is greater than I.“ 
And if the Son of God, had not had in himſelf, the 
Divine Nature, ag a diſtin& Perſon from” the Father, 


* 
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as his Human Nature was inferior: What wou'd have 
become of the great Work of Redemption, whitc 
was the peculiar I ort, the Father gave to be done by 
his Son? Muſt it not have ceaſed, for ever, and never. 
| have been performed, if the whole Weight of it had 
reſted on a finite Arm? As it muſt needs have done, 
if our Redeemer had not been an infant Perſon, the 
eternal Son, of the eternal Father; and fo a Joint- 

Participant with him, of the Divine Nature. But, 
Thanks be to God, the Father, for his unſpeakable 
«© Gift! Our Immanuel, is God the Son ! And hath 
as ſuch, a Name as at, as ineffable, as God the 
Father's. What is 5 Name, or what is his Son 
Name, if thou can'ſt tell, Prov. xxx. 4. As the eter- 
nal Son of God, No Man knoweth the Sen but the 
Fatber, nor doth any Man know the Father, ſave the 
Son, Matth. xi. 27. Theſe Divine, Co-equal Perſons, 
are Co- equal in their Knowledge of each other's, im- 
menſe; eſſential and eternal Glories. And thus our 
Lord aſſerts his Divine Sonſhip-. 

John x. 30. I and my Father are One. He here Heaks 
of Himſelf, and of the Father, as diſtioct Perſons, 
J, and my Faber: And tho diſtinct in Perſonality, 
he aſſerts their Unity, are one. That is, I, as the 
eternal Son of God, the ſecond Divine Subſitence, and 

my Father, the firſt Divine Subſiſtence, are one, as Joint- 
Poſſeſſors of all the immenſe Perfections of Fehovab's. 
infinite Efſence; and conſequent thereupon, are One in 

Will and Working. And ver. 37, 38. Our Lord aſſerts 
his proper Divinity, as the Son of God, as being un- 
deniably evidenced by thoſe miraculous Yorks which 
he did, which none but the infinite Gop cou'd per- 
form. If I do not the Works of my Father, believe” 
me not. But if I do, tho ye believe not me, believe 

the Yorks: that ye may 1 and believe that the 


Fathe 
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and the Holy Spirit from both. 
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Father is in Me, and I in him. If I do not the 
Works of my Father, i. e. if I, as the eternal Son, of 
the eternal Father, do not the Yorks of my Father, as 
a diſtinct Perſon from the Father, and a Co-equal 
Worker with the Father, which Works evidence Me 
to be an infinite Perſon, the eternal Gop, the true 


: Meſhab, and the ſent Saviour ; believe me not. But 


if I do, tho' ye believe not me, as Man, believe the 
Works, which evidence Me to be Gop; that ye may 


know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in 


Him. In this laſt Clauſe our Lord afferts the mutual 
In- being of theſe Divine Perſons, that the Father, as 
poſſeſſing the intire and infinite Eſſence of Jebovab, 
was in Him; and that Himſelf, as the Son of the 
Father, as poſſeſſing the entire and infinite Eſſence 
of Jebovab, was in the Father ; that tho* they were 
diſtinct Subſiſtences, they were Joint-Poſſeſſors of the 

ſame undivided Eſſence, and conſequently Joint- 

Workers, in, upon, and for the whole Hoſt of Crea- 

tures. Nor is the Spirit of God excluded, but in- 
cluded, in this Divine, Eſſential Union, and thence is 

a Joint-Worker, in all the Operations of God to- 

wards the Creatures. The Miracles which JEsus 
wrought, which he aſſures us the Father and Son, as 
Co- equal, Divine Perſons, jointly performed, “ My 
% Faiber worketh hitherto, and 7 work:“ He like- 
wiſe tells us were wrought by the Divine Perſon of 
the Spirit : If I caſt out Devils by the Spirit of Cod, 
Matth. xii. 28. Thus theſe Three Co-equal, - Divine 


' Perſons, are Co-equal Foint-I/orkers, in all Divine 


Operations, ot of the Godhead ;. on the Foundation of 
their being Foint-Poſſeſſors of all the infinite Perfections 
of the Divine Eſlence, according to the diſtinct. 
Mode, and Order of their relative Subſiſtence: The 
Father works by the Son; the Son from the ER J . 
n 


Sownsn1P of Jesvs CnrtsT, &c. | It 
And by the Way, as the infinite Eſſence of the 
eternal Jehovah, thus exiſts in Three diſtinct Subſiſt- 
ences: From this Divine, Eſſential Union, ariſeth a 
Divine, Eſſential Communion, a mutual Complacence, 
and Reciprocal Love-Delight, between the Three 
glorious Perſons in the One God, as Joint-Partici- 
ants of the Godhead's infinite and undivided Bliſs; 
And in this Divine, Eſſential Union and Communion, 
might Fehovah-Eloim have reſted, infinitely happy, 
and eternally glorious, as God Bleſſed for ever, had 
it been his Pleaſure, and never have gone forth. into 
Creature-Converſe: Who with all their innumerable 
Hoſts, can make no Addition to Jebevab's eſſential, 
infinite Bliſs. But ſuch was the immenſe Goodh 
of the Self-exiſtent, and Self-ſufficient God, and ſu 
the good Pleaſure of his ſovereign Will,. that He te- 
folved to diſplay his infinite Glories, in 


olved t 5 | the Formatiott- 
of Men and Angels, of all” Creatures and Things, 
and in his wiſe, juſt and gracious Adminiſtrations 
towards them. ; and 'to make a certain Number of 
his rational Creatures, both of Angels and Men, in 
effably ' happy, and eternally glorious, under the 
bright Diſplay of his refalgent, infinite Glory caſt upon 
them, and in the Aſcription of Glory to him, thro? 
an interpoſing, and attoning Mediator, thro? the Son 
of his Divine Nature, clothed with, and perfonally 
united to, the Human Nature. And in this QEco- 
nomy of Creation, Confirmation, and Redemption 
unto Glorification, the great Jehovah in his Self- 
exiſtent Eſſence, reſolved to work, and actually did, 
doth, and will work, in and by his Three Divine 
Perſons, according to.the Manner and Order of their 
diſtin& and relative Subſiſtence : The eternal Father, 
by his only-begotten Son; the Son of his Nature and 
Eſſence, as perſonally «Wy to, and clothed with 

1 ; 2 the 
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the Human Nature; the eternal Son, from his eternal 
Father ; and the eternal Spirit from both. To the 
1 Joy and Praiſe, of the upper and lower 
orlds 
But 1 return from this Digreſſion, to give a Hin 
from two or three Texts mote, where our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is evidently ſet forth as the Son of 400 
according to his Divine Nature, as diſtinct from, an 
revious to, his being the Son of God in his Human: 
Vature.— And, 
This was the Teſtimony which was borne concern · 


ing Jzsvs, by his Apoſtle Peter, upon our Lars 


him, who they ſaid He was : 'Whom lay 35 

at IJ am ? Matt. xvi. 18. To which Peter. rep ply's, 
oaks art CHRIST, the Sen of the Living God, Ver. 16. 
1 75 on! 10 855 Bleſſed art thou, Simon Bar- 
leſh and Blood hath not Fg t. unte 

thee, b & my Father which is in Heaven. upo 
this Rock will I build my hurch :, and the 8 5 of 
her ſhall; not prevail again it, Ver. 17, 18. Pete, 
re, u er the immediate Teachings of Go the Fa- 
and Inſpiration of God the Holy Ghoſt, 'aflerts 
of Chr, God-Man, that he is the Son of the Living 
£24.” Which muſt needs reſpect his being the Son of 
| 00 by Nature, as the ſecond Divine Subſiſtence, in 
29065 Eſſence; antecedent to, and diſtin& from, 
is being the Son of God by Office, as the Lord's 


Anointed, when clothed with the Human Nature, In 


that our Lord ſays, upon this Rock, which Peter had 
confeſſed, [ will. build my Church : For, who is a 


Rack, fave our Gon ? 2 Sam. xxii. gz It is in the 
oRD alone, in the Logp JzHovan, ather, Son, and 
Spirit, and ſo in the Log the Son, as JEHOVAH, How 


is everlaſting Strength : Hz is the Rock Ll Arts, Ita. 
ANY) El | The 


- Sonsnp of Jzsvs CurisT, Ge. 13 
The Apoſtle Jabn likewiſe, bears Witneſs to the 
Divine Sonſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, as previous to, and 
diſtinct from, his being the Son of God in his Hu- 
man Nature, John i. 1. In the Beginning was the 
Mord, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. Whatever was, or exiſted in the Beginning 


of Time, was from Eternity : The Word, therefore, 


had an eternal Exiſtence. And no Exiſtence was from 
Eternity, but the Self-exiſtent Jehovah. And in Him 
whoſe j © Rua alone is. JEHOVAH, who is ore Lorp, 
with reſpect to his Eſſence, there are diſtinct Subſiſt- 
tences : As it follows, and the Word was with Gad. 


With God the Father, as a diſtinct Perſon from him: 


As the Son of his Nature, his only-begotten-. Son; 
And this his Name, the Word, is expreſſive of his in- 
fable and eternal Generation of the Father, in the 
Divine Eſſence: As the Word, in a finite Mind, is 
begotten therein, and is the Image thereof. And the 
Divine Mord, the eternal Son of God, under this Cha- 
258 er, is expreſſly ſaid to be Code and the Word was 
2d. That i the Divine Perſon of the Son of God; 
as a Co- equal Perſon with God the Father, was a Joints 
Poſſeſſor with him, of the Infinite Eſſence of Jzup- 
van. — For tho', as I humbly think, the Son of Gov, 
s ſuch, may be ſaid to exiſt from the Father, with re- 
feet to his diſtinct Perſonality in the Deity, and the 
Holy Ghoſt from both, as the Spirit of both; yet as 
all the Three Perſons in Gop, entirely and eternally 
poſſeſs the ſame Infinite Eſſence: So of each of theſe 
ivine Perſons it may be ſaid, that he is Self-exiftent 
with regard to his poſſeſſing in Himſelf, the Self- ex- 
iſtent Hence. While this Infinite Eſſence exiſts in 


the Mode, of three Divine Subſiſtences, viz. Father, 
Son, and Spirit, and the two latter, are Subſiſtentially 


from the Former, with reſpect to their diſt inet Perſo- 
M LOTT, . 
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nality, in the Self-exiſtent Deity, as the Son and Spirit 
of the' Father. And yet the Son's being begotten of 
the Father, and the Spirit 's proceeding from both, 

makes no Superiority, nor Inferiority, among the Di- 


vine Perſons, as each poſſeſs the ſame Infinite Eſſence , 


but only denotes the particular Manner and Order, in 
which the Divine Eflence neceſſarily exiſts. —So that 
of the Son of God, it may be juſtly ſaid, that he is God, 
the Self-exiſtent God;. with regard to his poſſeſſing 
the Divine Eſſence, while yet, as the ſecond Perſon in 
God, he is a diſtinEt Subſiſtence from God the Father, 
and is the Mord, or Son of the Father. And this he 
was as the ſecond Divine Perſon, previous to Ms being 
the Son of the Father, with reſpe& to his Human 
Nature. As Ver. 14. And the Word was made Flap: 
That is, He became incarnate; He took the Human 
Nature into Perſonal Union with Himſelf, with the 
Divine Nature, in his Perſon ; and thus, as God- Man, 
He duell among uu. But tho? He vailed his Divine 
Glory, with the Human Nature, and our Human 
Frailty : Yet the piercing Rays of his Deity, darted 
thro' his Humanity, and were beheld by the Eye of 
Faith, in his Apoſtles and Followers : 431 in the latter 
Clauſe of the Verſe, And we beheld his Glory, the 
Glory as of the Only-begotien of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth.“ 

And thus of the Son of God, the Apoſtle Paul af- 
fans that he thought it 101 Robbery to be equal with 
God, the Father, Phil. ii. 6. Who being in the Form 
of God, He tho't it not Robbery to be equal with God, If 
Chriſt had been only the Son of God, with reſpect to 
his Human Nature, it wou'd have been Robbery, to 
have aſſerted his Equality with the Father, | But as He 
was in the Form of God, in the Eſſence of God, as a Joint- 


Poſſeſſor with the Father, of the Divine Nature, my 
tho't 
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tho't of Himſelf, as the eternal Son, and moſt juſtly, 
That to be equal with God, in the Pei ſon of the Father, 


was not Robbery : While he ſaid of himſelf, in this. 


Reſpect, All Things (i. e. All the eſſential Perfections 
of the Godhead) Thos the Father hath, are mine, John 
xvi. 15. 

With a few Hints more, from Heb. i. 1, Sc. I will 


cloſe & my Thoughts on this Subject. And here, the in- 


pd Penman ſays, Gop who at ſundry Times and in 
ers Manners ſpake in Times paſt unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 


whom he hath appointed Heir of all Things, by whom alſo. 


he made the Worlds. Our Lord is here ſpoken of as 


the Son of God, under a complex Conſideration, as God- 
Man, in two Natures, and one Perſon for ever. But 


yet his Divine Son/2ip, or his being the Son of God ac- 
cording to his Divine Nature, is clearly held forth, as 
diſtinct from, and previous to, his being the Son of God 


in his Human Nature, and as Mediator. The Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of ſuch a Co-equal Son, by whom God the 
Father made the Worlds. And then ſays of him, Ver. 

. That he is the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon : Who upholdeth 
all Things by the Word of his Power. Which ſhews 
the Son of God, as ſuch, as the ſecond Perſon in God, 
to be truly and properly Gop. And therefore, being an 
infinite Perſon, and having aſſumed our Nature into 
Perſonal Union with Himſelf; he was well able to be 
our Redeemer and Saviour, and to purge away our 
Sins by the Great Sacrifice of HiMsELF ; and to' riſe, 
aſcend, and fit at God's Right-Hand, victorious over 
all his and our Enemies; and to bring all his redeemed. 
to ſit with Him on his Throne, and to live and reign 
in and with Him, unto Life eternal. And unto this 
Great Sow of God, exalted in the Human Nature, far 
above Angels and Archangels, in all their ty” 

rs, 


| d 
V 
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ders, who are all, to the Son, and for the Scu's Sake, to 
his People, Miniſlring Spirits : God the Father ſaith, 
iy Throne, © God, is for Ever and Ever, Ver. 8. Here, 
God the Father, calls his Son, Goo: Unto the Sox, 
He ſaith, thy Throne, O Gon, He here aſcribes to his 
Son, proper Divinity, an unlimited Sovereignty, and 
eternal Dominion: Thy Throne, O Go, is for Ever 
and Ever.— And impoſlible it is, that the Name Gov, 
ſhou'd be here apply*d to him with reſpect to his Hu- 
man Nature, and his Office as Mediator: For God 
the Father ſpeaks to his Co- equal Son, as one with 
Nim, in the Divine Efſence. On which Account it 
was, that when He bro't his firſt-begotten into the 
World, He ſaid, and let all the Angels of God worſhip 
hin; Ver. 6. And to exelude every Thought, of the 
Son's being a Perſon inferior to the Father, of Him, 
as the Son of God, the Father ſays, And, Trov, Lord, 
(Trov, IxHOV A, ) in the Beginning haſt laid the Foun- 
dation of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Works of 
thine Hands. They ſhall periſh, but Thou remaineſt: 
and as a Veſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they 
ſhall be changed: but Thou art the ſame, and thy 
Years ſhall not fail, Ver. 10, 11, 12. Here, Divine Ef- 
ficiency, Incorruptibility, Immutability, and Eternity, 
are aſcribed by the Divine Farber, to his Divine Son. 
All which Divine Properties, give the ſtrongeft Evi- 
dence; that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the Son ef God; 
according to his Divine Nature, previous to, and di- 
ſtia&t from, his being, and alſo in a far higher Senſe, 
than He is, the Son of God in his Human Nature, Fro 
And therefore, Sir, Mr. R. muſt needs be far ſhort. 
of the Truth, and rob the Son of God, who as ſuch, is 
4 The True God, and our eternal Life:?“ of the Glory 
due unto his Name: While He aſcribes the Character 
of Son f God, to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, only with re- 
| | ſpect 


. 
— — 
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ſpe& to his Human Nature, 2 to that reſtrains it. 
Whereas our Lord, 1s the Son. of God, as a diſtin&. 
Subſilence, in Jebovab's Infinite -Eſſence : And, unto 
Gop the Father, Gop the Son, and Gov the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Three Co-equal, Divine Perſons, in the One 
Infinite Pay cr Be Equal Glory, Dominion and Bleſ- 
fing l 2 0505 Ever | Au.. The Grace of our 
5 e any Chriſt be with your Spirit!“ — In Him, 
wk gr fection, Eſteem, and Gratitude, I con- 
Sb Rk Happineſs in the Lord's Work, and 
am, Reverend | 
- | FO moſt obliged bumble Servant, &c. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


hy W Si ir, had not been ſo long, 1 might 

have given you my Thoughts on the Impropriety 
of Mr. Rs Phraſe. That one of the Divine Perſons 
agreed to demand infinite Wg for Sin, when 
Mankind Woll offend.” 18. Permit me to give 
ou a Hint. And I 50 by. think, Sir, that Gop's 
pes an 17 Satisfaction, for the Offences. 
of Manki ng 
ed ſolely in the ſovereign Are of Jehovah's Will; 
but of abſelute Neceſſity, from the Nature of 
God, and the Nature o Ja 


Glaſs of Divine Preſcience : The neceſſary Reſult of. 
Sin's Enterance, as it was an infinite Offence, objec- 
tively conſidered, as againſt a Gop of infinite Purity 
and immenſe Glory ; ; was the Requirement of an in- 
finite Satisfaction, for the infinite Injury, done by this 
vile Maternity, which to the infinite Holineſs of the 


great and glorious Gop, was an entire Contrariety, and 


an * Enmity. 3 the eternal Truth, 


and 


was not a Matter of Agreement, as found- 


e Rational Creatures 
once made, and Sin once entered, as beheld in the 
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and infinite Faithfultefs of ebovab, n 15 
of his holy Law, In the. ay that*thou'cateft tiere 
thou ſhalt ſurely die:“ Obliged him to vindicate bis 
igjured Hodvir, his deſpiſed Bounty. and rejected So- 
vereignty, and to aſſert the Riglits of his Great Bring, 
and ſovereign Dominion; by requiring an ir ich 84. 
tisfaction, of the Rebels that bs i us {jt 75 A. 
vade the Honours of His 2 * | 

ſtrike at his eternal Thrüne. And hence ty Hy 5 
ſinning Angels, and all Men that die in Sin, mill for- 
ever endure the Puniſhment of everlaſting' Fire; as 
they are but finite Beings, and can never make an in- 
finite Satisfaction, for their infinite Guilt: Which the 
righteous Gop, doth require moſt righteouſly, from 
his infinite Purity, and Sin's vile Deformity, by 4 
abſolute, unalterable Neceſſity. 

But if in boundleſs Love, Grace, and Merey to ug 
Sinners, Gop will provide a Sa vi un, his infinite Son, 
clothed with the Nature that finned, and transfer the 
Sins of vile Sinners, unto; his ſpt Iſs Son, and de- 
mand and take of Him, 25 Sinner“s Surety, an fü 
finite Satisfaction, for our Offence given, char we the" 
principal Debtors might go free: This, indeed, was 


from the ſovereign ood Pleaſure 4 Jehovab' J Wi , 


and was the great Matter of Agr2ement, in his everlaft⸗ 
ing Cogenant with his Son: For W ich we, ſhiffl for 
ever adore his infinite Grace thro? i eſus Chit, When, 
ſaved thereby unto eternal Glory! bs 
And as Mr. R. was ſpeaking of the Covenant of 
Grace, if he had ſaid, According to the Plan of this 
Covenant, God the Father agreed to demand of his 
infinite den, as clothed with the Human Nature | 
ſinned, an infinite Satisfaction for Sin, wheh: diane 
ſhould offend.“ I humbly think if wou'd have been 
more proper; and have left Room to caſt the Demand 
2 of 
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of an infiaite) Satiefaftivn for Sin; wherever it is found, 
into the Caſe of abholute Neceſiiy; and alſo have aſſert- 
ed as fully, the Demand of it from Chriſt for us, to be 
Matter of Agreement, and Divine Decree. 

ay after the former Manver Mr. R. 1 Page 
a, He (the Man that denies the Merits of Chriſt) 
has: — Sacrifice, no Attonement to propitiate the 
Juſtice of God the Father by whom a firm and ſure 
Decrer has been in this Caſe made and provided, that 
without ſhedding of Blood there is no Remiſſion. And 
thus, Page 28. And mult not he die in his Sins, — 
who, contrary to God's Decree, has reſolved to put his 
Trial upon this Iſſue, that without ſnedding of Blood 
there may be Remiſſion.“ The Words, Heb. ix. 22. 
are abſolute, And without ſhedding of Blood, is no 
Remiſſion. I don't conceive this, to be merely the 
Matter of Divine Decree, but of abſolute Neceſſity, from 
the very Nature of Things, of God, and of Sin, that with- 
out ſhedding of Blood, the Blood of an infinite Perſon, 
to make an infinite Satisfaction, there could be no 
Remiſſion. But that there /bould be Remiſſion, in 
this Way, is the Matter of Divine Decree. Had it 
been poſſible that God could have been glorify'd, 
in the Deliverance of his People from endleſs 
Death, that their Sins might have been remitted, 
and they ſaved unto eternal Life, without the Sacrifice 
of the Son of God, offered up ſor them in their Room 
and Stead : The bitter Cup, of Curſe, Wrath and 
Death, had paſſed away from our Dear Lord, without 
his drinking i it, when he ſo earneſtly intreated for this 
of God the Father: With an “O, my Father, if it 
be profile, let this Cup paſs from me!“ Whence it 
appears to, me, that it was not poſſible. That it was 
not merely impaſſible, from the Divine Mill and Decree, 
that Chriſt ſhould thus ſuffer for Sin, to ſave his Peo- 
C 2 ple, 


in that He applies this great Salvation unto 16: As 
bis Time-Work herein, was and is, abſolutely neceſſary, 
in order to our Deliverance from Sin and Miſery, and 


y Praiſe Amen, and Amen. A 
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ple, for the brighter Diſplay of Divine Glory: But 
that his Sufferings were-ab/olutely neceſſary, that they 
could not have been ſaved righteoufly, unto Cd's Glory, 
in any other Way. Which commends the infinite Love 
of God the Father, and ' ſets it off with the higheſt 
Luſtre, that when there was but this oze Way for our 


Salvation, by the Death of his only Son, He ſhould give 


Him ſo freely, to redeem us from endleſs Miſery, and 
to eternal Glory And alſo the infinite Love of Chrift, 
in giving himſelf for us, to deliver us from that Curſe 


and Wrath, which mf have ſunk us into endleſs Death; 


that by the infinite Merit of his Godlike Death, he 
might, as his own Purchaſe Right, freely give unto us 
eternal Life! And in this Love-Myſtery, the infinite 
Love of the Holy Spirit, ſhines gloriouſſy : In that He 
ſet before our Lord Jeſus, The Foy, of the Glory of God 
in our Salvation, for which He endured the Croſs 3 and 


Advancement to eternalGlory.—And, unto our Three- 
One God in Cnaisr, the Gop of infinite Love and 
Grace, by Men and Angels, be the preſent and eternal 


* 
I | 1] 
„ _— 
* 
M$ WE 7, 


— —_—. 
— 
. b 


LETTER 1 


ON 


ASSU RANCE of Intereſt in CHRIST: 


As that A belongs unto the Reflex, and not 
to the Dire At of Faith, Ker. 


; |  Reyerend and Dear STR, 


INCE my laſt, I was inclined to look again on 

what I diſliked in Mr. M—'s Book; that if T 

uld ſee any Thing farther, I might ſignify it to you, 
when I ſent the Letter. —And upon a freſh Peruſal, I 


find, 
That Mr. . deſcribes the Nature of that Faith he 
exhorts to, much as I have deſcribed it, That an 
Act of faving Faith on Chriſt, muſt be, for the WÞole 
of W : For Holineſs, as well as Happineſs, 
"Ft May with me, alſo in this, That thoſe 
who have no after a Whole Chriſt, and the 
hole of his Salvation; have no Right to be aſſured 
of their Intereſt in Jeſus. “ The Aſſurance (he ſays) 
« directed unto, is not a Perſuaſion of our Salvation, 
by whatever we do, or however we may live and walk; 
« but only in a limited Way, thro mere Free · Grace 
e in Chriſt, by partaking of Holineſs, as well as For- 
* giveneſs, and by 9 1 5 in the Way of Holineſs, 
* — 0 ce Ejopmen of the Glory of God.” And, 


TIS 


] ac- 


might be thereby prep 


| firmed Right. Ane 
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J acknowledge, That we may, yea, many muſt be 

« taught to doubt whether their preſent. State be 
& good.“ Goſpel-Myſtery of San#iification : Page 168, 
170. — Then, All Men, have not, nor any Man can 
have, in an unregenerate State, a Right to be aſſured, 
that Chriſt died for them, or for him.—And Mr. M's 
Deſign, in exhorting to Ae of Faith at firſt, 
that Believers might not a ee in a State of 
Doubt. but that bein aſſured o 's Love, the; 

a Net to Wing fort Kal ag! 
dantly, to his Glory, and their 3 Is juſt the ſame 
with mine, in preſſing upon myſelf and others, the Af. 
ſurance of Faith inſtantly upon Nelding that Obe - 
dience thereof, which is required previouſly. 

Bur herein, Mr. M. and 1, differ: He exhortg to 
Aſſurance, as the firſt Act, in Nute to Intereſt: And 
I. as a ſecond Act, pan a Prbmiſt e declared, arid con- 

yet, He elſewhere ſays, «Th 

« the mere offer of Chrift and his Salvation to Signets, | 
cis fufficienr' to convey a Right.“ But I'think; ack 
till it.is accepted. And one wou'd think, that He hi 

ſelf ſhould think" fo, by what" he fays, Page 163. If 
« an honeſt rich Man ſay to a poor Woman, I pro- 
« miſe to be thy Huſband if thou wilt have me, ſay 
« but. the Word, and I am thine; may not ſhe pre- 
« feptly anſwer. confidently: y, then chou art my Huf 

« band, and 1 claim thee for my 47 nd — 
this Fe Simile, the Man 8 Fer, dealers not. a 1 
upen the Woman, unto him as her Huſband, with- 
6ut the conſent” of er Wil, which by the offer i is 
folicited —And whateyer' Soul he be, that is made 
willing to accept an offered Chtift, 2 Whole Chriſt, 
and the whole of his Salvatiofl for hiniſeff, and to Fre 
up Himſelf entirely. And eternally to be the Lord's: 
That Soull häth an undoubted Right, by Scripture- 

Decla- 


af Cpt Cf. Taff „V oct] 
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Declan to lay Clam unto Chriſt, and Nis Satva 
tion. But is not the opening of the Heart to Chriſty 
by the conſent of the Will, to receive him, as held forth 
by the Goſpel to be received, an Act of Faith, that is 
iſtinet from, and previous to, the Soul's laying Chin 
he Saviour, as being” received, according to the | 
? If it is? This is all ! contend for. 

The firſt Act, of Receiving, accepting; or em- 
bracih Chriſt, hath: the Promiſe of Salvation annexed 
to it. To as many as received him; to them He 
gave Power (an Authoritative Promiſe Right) to be- 
come the Sons of God:“ To be Children, and Heirs 
of God hw Chriſt. —Upon which, it is inſtantly the 
Duty: f every ſuch Recipient, to become a Claimant,” 
to take God at his Word, and to ſer to bis Seal, that 
God therein 7s true: And thence to reſt fully aſſured 
of his Intereſt in Ixsvs, that it is and ſhall be unto 
him, as Gop has ſaid.— This latter Act of Faith, is 
called for of him, by the very Promiſe given him, as 
it is the Work of a Gov that cannot lie; and it ought 
inftantly ee be atſempted by him, Ty” "TY LO" 
and his Gui Joy. 

> firſt of theſe As, I call, the liven act of Faith; 
attempts directly, to receive the propoſed Obje & 
90 00 the ſecond, The reflex. Act, of the Lime 
1 0 Faith! which is püt forth if 5 the! Promiſe, 

56h Gbd the Promiſer, in a by his Word; hy Way 
Reflexion, Argumentation, or Deduction of one 
Thing, from another, of A | Conſequent, from an An- 
tecedent. Has 

Thus: While the Declerarion is, o as many 
as received him 3 to them gave he Power to Become 
the Sons of God:“ The Language of the Soul, by 1 
the reflex Act of Faith, is and ought to be, 7 bave 1 


received ein Unto me, God gave Power, to be- i] 
| come | 


* 
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come his Child, his Heir: His Promiſe aſſures me; 
that I have a Right to, and ſhall. have. the Enjoyment 
of HI forever.“ 

And for want of this Diſtinction, Sir, Faith, and 
the Aſſurance thereof, appears to me, to be caſt into 
Confuſion. If the latter of theſe Acts is firſt exhorted 
to, it ſeems to me, to be without Foundation: And 
if they are joined together, it ſadly confounds the due 
Order. But let the firſt be exhorted to, upon the Goſ- 
pel- Offer of the Saviour to the chief of Sinners, at- 
tempted, and put forth; and then the latter preſſed 

upon, and put 3 by the Believer; as his Duty in- 
ſtantly, upon the Promiſe- Right given him declara - 
tively : And both, to me appear; in an excellent Or- 
der. The firſt going before, as preparative to the lat - 
ter, and that following after, as conſequential on the 


Former. And thus, each for itſelf, hath a Founda- 


tion proper: Pg ray in the Off Offer: 125 the latter 
in the Promiſe- Declaration, u e s Accep 
tion.—But, my Dear Sir, A at If iſtinct Aſſign - 
ments, to theſe diſtinct Acts df Faith, the Buſineſs or 
one, being to receive Chriſt, and of the other, to aſſure 
of Salvation, in his Reception : T-humbly think, Mr. 
M's Book; is too much confuſed, in - Particular, | 
to convey diſtin& Ideas.—1 know his Aim 1s, ta de- 
liver from doubtful Suſpenſe, and to raiſe Aſſur 
inſtantly. And I can't but think, that this.End,r may 
be Rm fully, if theſe diſtinct Acts, are exhorted 
to orderly. Let the firſt precede the ſecond in Order 
of Nature; and in Order of Ti ime, both * as it 
were exiſt together.. 

As to that Aſſurance of Latereſt i in Chriſt | which. 
ariſeth from the Fruits of Faith, in a Holy Life: It is, 
as Mr. M. ſays, ** Rather an Afurance of e 


10600 


of 
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if Salvation, upon which it is founded. As, your 
15 unto Holi neſs: The Eng, Everlaſting Life.“ 
And as of Thomas the Lord ſaid, 6 Becauſe chou haſt 
ſeen Mx, thou haſt believed.” And then adds, to ſhew 
the Super: excellence of F aich, in that Aſſurance of it, 
which has for its Foundation more immediately 
the Divine Declaration, which ſtands immoveably; 
be Bleſſed are they which have believed, and have not 
ſeen.” The T of Faith, then, in its reflex 
Act, as founded on the immutable Promiſe of God, 
which is made to every Soul, that puts forth a direct 
Act of Faith upon Chriſt; is what I preſs upon myſelf 
and others, to hold faſt, in the Face of all Oppoſition 
in order to engage our Hearts unto Holineſs more ex- 
tenſively and n for God's Glory, and that we 
thereby, might have the more abundant Joy, of that 
Aſſurance of Faith, which flows from the Promiſe in 
a holy Life, according to ſpiritual Senſe.— And this, 
in the main, Sir, is what Mr. M. aims at. But while 
he exhorts to. Aſſurance in the fir. Place, in order to 
Intereft ; I cannot think. He proceeds right. I very 
much dislike What he ſays, under his tenth Direction, 

Page 174. 
ns... Fourthly.. Ih the laſt Place, let it be well obſerved, 
& that the Reafon why we are to aſſure ourſelves in 
& our Faith, that God freely giverh Chriſt and his 
« Salvation to us particularly is not, becauſe it is a 
ts Truth before we believe it, but becomerh a certain 
te Truth when we believe it, and becauſe it never will 
& be true, except we do in ſome Meaſure perſuade 
« and aſſure ourſelves that it is ſo. We have no ab- 
& ſolute Promiſe or Declaration in Scripture, that God 
% gives Chriſt and his Salvation unto, any one of us 
in particular; neither do we know it to be true al- 
<« ready by Scripture, or Senſe, or Reaſon, before we 
« affure ourſelves n of ie: Yea, we are with- 
n 
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out Chriſt's Salvation at preſent in a State of Sin 
« and Miſery, under the Curſe and Wrath of God.” 
Don't ix appear, Sir, that Mr. M. here fpeaks of 
Sinners dead in Sin? in that He ſays, We are with- 
out Chriſt's Salvation at preſent, in a State of Sin and 
Miſery, under the Curſe and Wrath of God.“ Theſe 
he exhorts to aſſure themſelves in Faith, That God gives 
Chriſt and his Salvation unto them in particular. Not 
becauſe it is a Truth geſere they believe it, but becauſe 
n becometh a certain Fruth toben they believe it, and be- 
auſe it never will be true, except they do aſſure them - 
Ives that it /s ſo. And this Aſſurance he calls for, has 
for its Ground, neither Scripture. "Senſe, nor Reaſon, 
He adds afterwards, * None but God, can juſtly re- 
uire of us this Kind, of Aſſurance.“ It looks to me, 
that this Aſſutance called for by Mr. M is far from 
bat, Which is required by the God of our Salvation. 
God indeed is an abſojute Sovereign, and may require 
of his Creatures what He pleaſeth. But in requiring 
Faith of his rational Creatures, in order to.Salyation, 
for his own Glory, and their Conſolation : He always 
requires it; rationally ; according to their rational Na- 
ture, upon a proper Evidence to beget it: That i be 
founded 1 5 and proportioned unto, his o] previous 
Peclafaticnh.— Faith, tho? it is above Reaſon, as to the 
Things. believed; is nor contrary to it, but very con; 
fiſtenc with it; while it receives, what God reveals, 
upon the ſole Authority, and infinite All- ſufflciepcy, 
the eternal Veracity, and inviolable Fidelity, of that 
Great Fun, whoſe Name is, I AM; who hath re- 
vealed them — But Faith, without Divine Revelation, 
Pears to me, to be Faith, or rather, Preſumption, 


Without a Foundation. e e 
Ang a5 a full Perſuaſion of Intereſt in Chriſt, with. 
Sur a ſolid Ground for it, is laid by Mr. M. as his 
Foundation, the Things built thereon, as the Super- 
* | SME _ ſtructure, 
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ſtructure, tho“ Truths in themſelves, I humbly think; 
cannot ſtand in their due Order.— The direck Act of 
Faith, I can't but think, is always firſt required, and 
firit exerciſed, in. a firm Perſuaſion of the Truth, 
| Goodneſs, and Faithfulneſs of the Promiſe, with a cloſe 
Adherence to it; both for our eternal Salvation, and 
for all temporal Deliverances : And next, that the 
reflex Act is called for, and put forth, in a full Perſua- 
ſion of Intereſt in the Promiſe ; which begets and 
maintains, a hopeful, patient Expectation of its Per- 
formance. According to, Truſt in Him at all 
** Times, ye People; pour out your Hearts before 
Q him: Gop is a Refuge for us. Caſt thy Burden 
upon the Lorp : and Hz ſhall ſuſtain thee. Call 
upon Mz in the Day of Trouble: I will deliver 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorify Mz.” — Theſe Pro- 
miſes, call for, and are the Ground of, a direct Act of 
Faith. The next are, the Lord's Declaration of Sal- 
 yation, upon its being put forth. As; © Becauſe He 
4 hath ſet his Love upon Ms, therefore I will delivet 
e him: I will ſet him on High; becauſe he hath 
« known my Name. The Lozp ſhall help them, 
e and fave them: becauſe they truſt in Him. He 
that truſteth in the Loxp : Mercy ſhall compaſs 
i him about.” — And upon this Divine Declaration, 
then follows the Believer's Perſuaſion. As, For 
our Heart ſhall rejoyce in Hin: becauſe we have 
* truſted in his Holy Name, I have truſted in the 
** Lonp : therefore I ſhall not ſlide. I have truſted 
in thy Mercy: my Heart ſhall rejoyce in thy 
5 Salyation.—And.as Faith, both in its direct, and 
reflex Acts, thus confides in. Gop the Saviour: Jn 
Hut as given to be believed in, by the former, and in 
Hin, as having been believed in, by the latter: His 
ne, Salvation, is 00 ſhall moſt aſſuredly be given 
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to, and wrought for, every Believer, to anſwer and 
honour, their Faith of Submiſſion, their full Perſuaſion, 
and their patient. Expectation. — And thus Faith, 
which is,. The Subſtance of Things hoped for, and 
« the Evidence of Things not ſeen :”* obtains both 
the Promiſe, and its Performance; Intereſt in the one, 
and Enjoyment of the other: In "All thoſe Salvation- 
Wonders, which God the Saviour, as his Promiſe-Ful- 
filler, wrought, and will work, for Believers, as re- 
corded, Heb. xi. &c. — But F aith, without Divine 
Revelation : muſt needs be Faith, without a Founda- 
tion. 

That which led Mr. M. into this ſtrange Way of 
expreſſing Himſelf,.I ſuppoſe to be, partly, his placing 
the Aſſurance-Act of Faith, as to Intereſt in Chriſt, 
firſt ; and his ſuppoſing, as Faith in the Saviour is 
required of Sinners, that they are at firſt required to 
be fully aſſured of their Intereſt, in Order to their 
having an Intereſt. And partly, He thought thus: 
From Abraham's Seeds being ſaid to be of the ſame Faith 
with Him: «* who believed in Gop, who calleth theſe 
Things which ze not, as tho? they wers. 

But if Mr. M. had put the Aſſurance- Act in its 
right Place and exhorted to it inſtantly, upon the 
direct Act previouſly : It wou'd have anſwered his 
End as ſully, and he wou'd not have been driven to 
that Neceſſity, of exhorting to Aſſurance, without a 
Foundation tor Confidence. And if He had conſidered, 
That ' Abraham's Faith, had for its Ground, God's 
Word of Truth : He wou'd not have exhorted Abra- 
ham's Seed, to a full Aſſurance, without 0 ſolid Baſt IS 
for Confidence. © 

Gop's Promiſe to - Mhrabiew. was, In thee, and 3 in 
thy Seed, (which is Cbriſt) ſhall all the Nations of the 


rms be bleſſed.“ This — received, with a full 
Perſuaſion, 
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Perſuaſion, an high and hearty Approbation, and a 
dependent Expectation : As, and becauſe it was, the 
Divine Revelation, given him of Gop, to be thus 
received; according to its eternal Truth, and immenſe 
Greatneſs and Goodneſs. —In like Manner, Abraham's 
Seed, receive Chriſt, as the only and All-ſufficient Sa- 
viour, with a full Perſuaſion that He is ſo; according 
to the Goſpel Revelation ; with an high and hearty 
Approbation of him, an entire Submiſſion to him, and 
a dependent Expectation from him, 'for all Salvation 
by him: As being warranted, and allured thereto, 
by the Goſpel Promulgation, in its great Command, 

and ſweet Invitation, Which being given by the moſt 
High-Gop, to receive Cu ist, the greateſt Good, is 
obey'd and comply'd with freely, by every periſhing 
Sinner, that deſires ſincerely, by this mighty Saviour, 
to be ſaved entirely and eternally;—And as Abraham's 
Faith, the Object of it, Chriſt and his Obedience, thus 
revealed and received, was imputed unto Him for 

Righteouſneſs : So likewiſe, Chriſt and his Obedience, 
thus exhibited and received, by the Faith of Abraham's 
Seed, Ir, the complete Obedience of the Saviour, 7s 
| imputed to the brlieving Sinner; and all that are thus 
of Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. | 

Thus, Sir, we ſee, that Abraham and his Seed, had 

and have, the Promiſe of God, the Revelation of Goſ- 

pel Truth, for the ſubſtantial Ground of their Faith; 

of their Goſpel- Perſuaſion, unto a declared Right, to 

eternal Salvation.—And tho* Abraham's Faith, who 

was our Father, was doubtleſs ſtronger, for Degree, 

than is the Faith of any of his Children; yet is it the 

ſame Faith, for Kind, that was in him, and is in them; 

and had and ſhall have the ſame bleſſed Effects in 

both. — But, 

To come nearer to the ſuppoſed Ground of Mr. M's 


Mi- 
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Miſtake, viz. That Abraham, was called to believe, 
Things that were x0? : © That he ſhou'd be the Father 
' of many Nations, when as yet he had no Child.” 
Whence Mr. M. might think, that Abraham's Seed, 
are called of God, to be aſſured, that they have an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt when indeed they have 101. 
And as to this, tho? there is a Similitude, between 
Abrahem's Faith, and that of his Seed: Yet neither was 
e he, nor are they, called to believe, what God had not, 
or has not revealed. But only to be fully perſuaded of 
God? $ Promiſe, in its Truth and Goodneſs; and to re- 
ceive it with Confidence, Complacence, and Depen- 
dence z by the firſt, direct Ack of Faith. On which, 
the Promiſe being given to be thus received, was, and 
is, by the Lord the great Promiſer, unto him, and 
3 ratified and confirmed, by the immutable Word, 
and inviolable Oath, of a God that cannot lie, — And 
immediately thereupon, Arabam was, and his Seed are, 
required of Goo, to be fully perſuaded of his, and 
their Intereſt in the Promiſe, by the next, and reflex 
Act of Faith; and to reſt aſſured, in a full Perſuaſion, 
with a patient Expectation, That there ſhould, and ſhall 
be a Performance, in the Lord's Time, of what He had, 
| and hath ſpoken to, and concerning him and them. 
And the Faith of Abraham, and of his Seed, in its 
direct, and reflex Acts, tho' it was not, is not, without 
Sight, as to the Noy- Exiſtence of thoſe Things in the 
| Promiſe, which He, and they, received and believed, 
receive and believe: Yet his Faith, and theirs, was 
and is without Sight, and may juſtly be ſaid to be fo, 
as I humbly think, wich reſpect to both its Acts, in 
the following Senſes. | 
Firſt. In that, when God made Promiſe to Abraham, 
© That in Him (as the M:/ab was to ſpring from his 
Tong all the — of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed: 1 | 
An 
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And brought him forth abroad, and faid, © Look 
now toward Heaven, and tell the Stars, if thou be 


« able to number them: So ſhall thy Seed be:“ 


Upon which Abrabam believed in the Lon; received 
the Divine Teſtimony inſtantly, ſubmiſſively, com- 
placently and dependently, by the direct Act of Faith: 
This Faith of his, in the Lox, by and according to 
his Word, was without Sight : As in, or from Himfelf. 
As to any inherent Power for Production, or Werthemneſs 
for Reception, of thoſe great and glorious Things, 
which were revealed to, and received by, the Eye of 
his Faith, in the Promiſe-Exhibition. And received 


they were by him, on the ſole Credit, of the great 


Promiſer's infinite All- ſufficiency, Veracity and Fide- 
r 

Srcondh, God's Promiſe being thus given and re- 
ceived, and unto AMrabam by the great Promifer 
confirmed: He, by Faith, in its reflex Act, as to his 
Intereſt therein, and the Performance thereof, was 
fulh aſfured. And this Faith of his, was without Sight, 
Itkewife : As to his own Worthineſs, of anentire Intereſt 


in fo great a Promiſe, and as to the. Exſtence of thoſe. 


Things in Performance, which made their. nn 
in the ne. 7 

And between the Giving, and Fulfilling of the Pro- 
miſe to Abrabam, oh what infuperable Difficulties, 
appeared to obſtruct, and obſcure it from the Eye of 
Senſe! -Difficulties, which nothing leſs than Faith, 
and its full Aſſurance, in an All. performing Gop, 
and his All- producing Word, or did, or cou'd fur- 


mount to the Glory of the Goo of Promiſe, and 


to the Joy of this Heir of Promiſe. Abraham's Body, 
and'Serab's Womb were dead; and no Proſpect cou d 
be had from thence, of the promiſed-feed.—Bur Mra- 


ham, ſtrong in Faith, confidered not the CEL — 
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as to obſtruct his Duty, but was: perſuaded; firmly, 
That what Gop had ſpoken, He was able, and faithful, 
to perform: And thus in an eminent Way, He gave 
unto Gon, great Glory. By believing: thoſe Things 
which had an Exiſtence only in the Promile, to the 
View of Faith, when as yet they were not, in the Per- 
formance, to the View of Senſe. | 


, - 


* 


And thus Abraham's Seed, having Gop's Promiſe 
of Life in Chrill, given to periſhing Sinners, for the 
Salvation of Believers, <* That whoſoever believeth 
« in Chriſt ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life:“ Which requires an Act of Faith on the 
Saviour, of every miſerable Sinner, and excites to it, 
e They by Faith in its direct Act, Receive 
and embrace the Promiſe- Declaration, and Chriſt there- 
by, with the Whole of his Salvation: Upon the ſole 
Credit of the Divine Teſtimony, ſubmiſſively, com- 
placently, and dependently. And this their Faith, is 
without Sight : Of any inherent Power for Production, 
or meritorious Worthineſs for Reception, of thoſe great 
and glorious Things, which are to be ſeen and re- 
ceived, in and by the Promiſe-Exhibition : Which 
being ſo far above any Creature-Power to effect, or 
a Sinner's Worthineſs to receive, are received by 
them. entirely, upon the. Credit: ſole 7 of the Loxp, 
the great Promiſer, his infinite All- ſufficiency, eter- 


nal Veracity, and inviolable Fidelity. 


4 


. - - * 


And having thus believed without Sight, as to 
Faith's direct Act; upon which the Gop of Promiſe, 
who gave it to be thus received, his Word unto them 
therein, and thereby, having inviolably confirmed: 
They by Faith in its reflex Act which is inſtantly re- 
quired, fo far as it is performed, take up a full Per- 
uaſion, as to intereſt in, and the Fulfilment of the 
Promiſe, to * full and eternal Salvation; and hold 

| SE "= 
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it faſt in the Face of all Oppoſition. And this their 
Faith, is without Sight : any Self-worthineſs, for 
Intereſt in ſo great a Promiſe ; and without Sight, of 
thoſe great Things which exiſt in the Promiſe only to 
the View of Faith, while as yet they are Things which 
are not, in the Performance, to the View of Senſe. 

And as it was with Abrabam; ſo with his Seed: 
Between the Confirming, and Fulfilling of the Pro- 
miſe ; Oh what Difficulties appear to obſtrut, and 
obſcure it from the Eye of Senſe! Their inberent 
Deadneſs, and the apparent Unfruitfulneſs of their Hearts 
and Lives, Sc. as inſuperable Mountains to Senſe, 
ſtand in the way of the Promiſe, as to it once-hoped- 
for Performance, and often tempt them to doubt 
their Intereſt. And theſe, nothing leſs can ſurmount, 
than Faith, and its Aſſurance, in a Goy of infinite 
Fideliry, and All-ſufficiency, and in a Promiſe of 
All-ſubdying, and All-quickning Efficacy. — And 
the ſtronger Abrabam's Seed, are in Faith, to behold . 
the promiſed Bleſſings, as ſubſtantially exiſting in the 
Promiſe, and thence to expect them firmly, when 
they are not, to Senſe, apparently in the Performance: 
The moreGlory they give to Gop, with Abrabam their 
Father, and the more abundant is their own Foy 

Thus, Sir, Abraham, and his Seed, believed, and 
believe, without Sight. Without Sight, as to Faith's 
dire} Act. Without the Sight of any inberent Power 
for Production, or Horthineſs for Reception, of thoſe 
great -and glorious Things, which appeared, and 
vg in the Promiſe-Exhibition. And without 


wht, in the reflex Act. As to the Non-exiſtence of 
Self-worthineſs, for Intereſt in the Promiſe, and the 
Non-appearance, and preſent Diſtance of the Promiſe, 
in its Performance. —And theſe two Senſes, as I 
humbly think, take in Aa of what is intended 
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in AMrabamb's being called of Gop, to believe, thoſe 
Things which were mot: Andi in his Szed's being ſaid, 
to be of the ſame Faith, who as ſuch are bleſſed with 
4 Abraham. 

And as Abrabam thus believed without Sight, in 
Hepe, even againſt Hope: That He might become 

the Father of many Ms So his Seed alſo, Be- 
« lieve on the far of Jeſus Chriſt : That they may be 
* ſaved.” As the Promiſe-Right, and the Promiſe- 
Performance, both unto Him and Them, was and' 
is thus to be conveyed, by and thro? Faith; or a firm 
Perſuaſion, and hearty Acceptation, and hopeful Ex- 
pectation, of the great and glorious, promiſed Salva- 


tion. 


And as ech was, and lis Seed are, thus to 
yield the Obedience of Faith, for Gop's Glory and 
their own Joy: So the Gop of Promiſe, in this Way 
of Duty, did and doth, anſwer and honour Faith: 
By conferring upon Believers, all that great, that 
promiſed Salvation, which they by Faith have ex- 
pected, and for which they have patiently waited. — 
Abraham, after He had patiently endured : Inhe- 
« rited the Promiſe :?—And Abraham's Seed, who 
« thro* Faith and Patience, become Followers of 
« them, who now inherit the Promiſes :”* Shall 
ſhortly, with them, be Partakers of that full Salvation, 
which has been their long Expellation: To Gop's 

eternal Glory, and to thei, everlaſting Joy. 
And mean Time, while Abraham and his Seed, thus 
believed, and believe, without Sight : Not without a 
View of thoſe Things which were and are declared in 
the Promiſe of Gov; ; which as the revealing Evidence, 
was and-is the only ſubſtantial Ground of Faith ; but 
without Sight of any cauſal Power, or meritorious 
Worth in themſetyes ; and without the Sight of the 
Things. 


—— 


— 


4, the Faith of Afſurance--You alſo 
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Things promiſed in their Performance, and even 
againſt much inward and outward Oppoſition, which 
naturally tends to darken the. bright Promiſe-Evi- 
dence : Of what excellent Uſe, was and is, their Faith ! 
which, as the Receiving Evidence, as the Eye of the 
Mind, receives and conveys clearly, thoſe glorious 
promiſed Bleſſings, which in the Promiſe objectively, 
are preſented perſpicuouſly ; even, when they are not 
in Performance, nor can be. ſeen by the .Eye of 
Senſe | Faith is thus, The Evidence of Things not 
teen; and the Subſtance it is, of Things hoped 
“ for.” It ſubſtantializes to the Mind, thoſe ſabſtan- 
tial Things, which are exhibited in the Promiſe, as 
the Object .of Hope, and which, without this ſub- 
ſtantializing Grace of Faith, wou'd be to the Mind, 


like ſo many empty Shadows, becauſe of their Diftance, 


in reſpe& of Performance. —And. if Faith, and its 
Aſſurance, is of ſuch excellent Uſe; when rightly 
founded, and happily experienced: How earneſtly 
ſhould it be contended for, exhorted to, and ſought 
after 
Thus, Sir, you have my Thoughts, of this Part, 
of Mr. M—'s truly evangelical Piece. Wherein he 


agrees, and diſagrees with mne, wherein I approve, 


and diſapprove of him. With the ſuppoſed Cauſes, of 
what I call, his miſplacing of, and improper exhorting 
„ which Way, 
I think his End might have been anſwered as fully, and 
He not driven to auy unſcriptural Neceffity. By di- 
ſtinguiſning between Faith, in its dire, and reflex 
Act, in making that firſt, and this ſecond + And in 

lacing a Right to Chriſt, in the Faith of ſubmiſſive 
— and Aſſurance of Intereſt, in an inſtanta- 


neous, Reflexive, Promiſe - Perſuaſion.— Lou farther 
ſee, how the Faith of 8 am, and of bis Cbilaren, 
Ne 2 is 
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is the ſame for Kind, while He believed, and they be- 
lieve, not without, but en, and according zo, the 
Promiſe- Mord. The Things that were, really and 
viſibly in the Promiſe, to The Eye of Faith: Which 
yet were not, as to any inherent cauſal Influence; nor 
yet in their Performance, to be ſeen apparently by 
the Eye of Senſe, And that theſe Things believed; 
which yet were not, relate to the Aſence of all inhe- 
rent cauſal Influence, for the Obtainment, or Enjoy- 
ment of the Promiſe, and to the Dyſftance of the Sal- 
vation promiſed; and not to the Want of a Promiſe 
of Salvation. The Promiſe, being the Ground of an 
Act of Faith &re#ly ; and the Performance, the Matter 
of that Expectation, which ariſeth from an Act of 
Faith reſlexively.— And now, Sir, that the Lord may 
direct us both, clearly, to ſtate Faith and its Aſſurance 
rightly, as is moſt conſonant to the Sœiptures of Truth; 
and that He may bleſs you exreedingly z is the heatty 

Defire of, Reverend Sir, 
Tlͤoour moſt obedient humble Servant, * 


POSTSCRIPT. 


N chis Letter, Sir, in which have given you my 
Thoughts of that Part of Mr. M—s Book, which 
_ - reſpects Aſſurance of Faith: J have hinted the Impro- 
priety, not to ſay, the Vanity, of exhorting to 
Aſſurance, withont a ſcriptural Foundation for Confi- 
dence. And this I did, from that Paragraph which 
I ſo much diſliked. In which Mr. M. exhorts the 
Sinner, To be aſſured that God gives Chriſt and his 
« Salvation unto him:“ Whereas he tells him at the 
ſame Time, That God in Scripture has no where 
made any ſuch Declaration concerning him.“ 
* whereas Mr. M. afterwards ** undertakes to 
= * prove 
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prove by Scripture, that God mma the 
« Sinner thus to believe; and that in his thus 
« Believing, he ſhall not believe a Lie: I wou'd add 
fomething farther as to This. 


As to the Sinner's Aſſurance of Inereſt | in the 82. N 


viour, which Mr. M. exhorts him to, I have already 
ſhewn, that ſuch a Perſuaſion, having for its Ground, 
as. Mr. M. rightly ſays, No Scripture- Declaration, is 
uite without a ſolid Foundation. What then can be 
the meaning, . of Mr. M—'s pretending to prove by 
Scripture, that the Sinner is thereby, bound to believe 
_ «ithout Scripture ? If he intends thereby, that God in 
his Word, offers Chriſt to the Sinner, to be received 
and embraced by Faith; and commands him to re- 
ceive an offered Chriſt Then this, as a certain re- 
vealed Truth, ſtands faſt in the ſacred Word, before 
the Sinner believes, receives and obeys it; and is the 
Ground of that Obedience exhorted to. But how then 
can this agree with what Mr. M. ſays, That the Sin- 
ner is to believe, that God gives Chriſt to him, not 
becauſe it is a Truth before he believes it?--Nor will 
this agree with what he ſays, that it becomes a certain 
Truth when he believes it. For, if it is a Truth of 
God's Word ; it is ſo before the Sinner's Faith; and 
abides ſo, if he believes it, or not; and his Faith can 
add nothing, to the Being of Gap's Truth. * 
And if the Offer of the Saviour, which God in his 
Word makes to the Sinner, is to be the Ground of his 
Faith: Then, the Matter, the Thing to be believed, 
as not, that be hatb an Intereſt in Chrife thereby ; but that 
God thereby, ers Chriſt unto bim. 
And ſo, Mr. M—'s Exhortation, to a Sinner's Per- 
ſuaſion of Intereſt in Chriſt; doth ſtill appear to be, 
as it is indeed every Way, without a Foundation in 


the Word of Gop—And dear Mr. M. tho'. his Aim 
Was 
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was right in his unn, managed it with great 
Confuſion. en 
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= CHRIST: 4 belonging to the * 
Sealing, Ge. 


Reverend and Dear SIR, 


N my laſt I gave you my Thought, that it is the 
immediate Duty of thoſe who believe on the Name 


of Chriſt, to be affured of their Intereſt in him: And 


in this I wou'd juſt hint, that a Perſuaſion of Intereſt 
in Jefus, and Salvation by him; is more or leſs the 


Privilege, of all that believe in his Name. 


As Eph. i. 13. In whom alſo after that ye believed; 55 


were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of Promiſe. 


Believing, in this Text, is firſt, and Sealing * 
Aſter that ye believed, ye were ſealed. Or if the 
Greek Word, which is tranſlated after, might as well 
be rendered in: Yet thus tranſlated, Believing and 
Sealing, wou'd be diſtinct Things, and the uns, 
previous to the latter: Altho' they were ſo near t 
ther, that they might as it were be ſaid to be Co- 
temporary. In believing, ye were Sealed. —This Be- 
Geving, which is ff, is Faith in its dire Act; or 
the Soul's truſting in the Saviour revealed, externally 
and internally, by the Word and Spirit of God, for 
the Whole of that Salvation which is in Him, and 


for its own Salvation by him. Or it is, the SouPs 
.zelying for all Salvation, for its own Salvation, upon 


Chriſt alone, as the only Foundation, for a Sinner's 

Hope and Confidence, unto ſpiritual and eternal 

— which God hath laid in Sion. cf i 
And 


/ Intereſt in Cha isr, &c. 39 

And chis Act, the Soul may at firſt put forth, and 
generally, (I think I may ſay, always) doth, upon 
that Aſſurance giving in the Divine Word, that He 
that belitveth on Chriſt, ſhall be ſaved; together with 
the ſweet Invitations and Commands, which are there 
given to Sinners indefinitely, to look, to come, to 
truſt in the mighty Saviour, for their eternal Life and 
Salvation. Even when the Soul hath but an who can 
tell? or an it may be, I may find Mercy; preſented 
to its Mind. By which it is ſweetly; ſtrongly drawn, 
by a ſecret, Almighty Hand, to venture its eternal 


AlL upon Chrift, as Efther the Queen, ventured in 


unto the King, with an F I periſb, I periſh l And the 
Soul's If, as to the Event, is not a Doubt of God's 
. Promiſe of Salvation to Sinners thro' Faith in Chriſt 5 
But rather a Doubt concerning the Truth of its Faith, 
and fo of its own Salvation, in looking unte Ixsus. 


But ſink, or ſwim, faved, or damned, it reſolves to 


venture on Chriſt, to fly for Refuge, to this only 
Hope which is ſet before it, with an, If he. „ay me, 


« ] will rruſt in Him: I will caſt my ſinful Soul, 


« which has deſerved to die, upon the infinite Mercy 
of God in Chriſt; if He ſave me alive, I ſhall 
« live; if He kill me, I can but die: Let him do 
«. with me, as He ſees beſt.”---And this noble Act 
of Faith, (which Dr. Goodwin ſaith, Gives unto 
« Go the greateſt Honour, of any other :” In that 
thereby the Soul caſts itſelf upon infinite Clemency, 
and humbly. ſubmits to divine Sovereignty ; even 
when it knows not, but the Lord may, for its pro- 
voking Sin, be moſt righteouſly its deſtroying Enemy: 
This noble Act of Faith, I ſay,) which thus honours 
God : It is his Royal Pleaſure, generally to honour ; 
with more or leſs, of That which in the Text, follows 

| FILE nent 
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next, The Sealing of the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. Believing, 
being the Antecedent, Sealing, the Conſequent. 
And what is Sealing? Is it not a certain Degree of 
the Holy Spirit's applying the Word of Promiſe, (by 
which He drew. out a previous Act of Faith) unto the 
Heart: By which he more or leſs aſſures the Soul of 
its Salvation by Chriſt, on its Believing in him? And 
upon and by the Spirit's Sealing, more or leſs poer- 
fully, according to his own Sovereignty : He enables the 
Soul to put forth a conſequent Act of Faith, by take- 
ing up, from the Promiſe, an anſwerahle Degree of 
Perſuaſion, as to its own Sabvation, in Truſting on the 
And tho? the firſt Acts of Faith, which are gene- 
rally attended with great Weakneſs, may not be 
onoured with much of the Spirit's Aſſurance by the 
Promiſe, unto the Soul's Aſſurance of Intereſt in it: 
Yet, I humbly think, that more or leſs Peace, the 
Holy Ghoſt always gives to the Heart, upon its yield- 
ing the required Obedience, of ſubmitting Faith. So 
that, upon the Soul's relying on Chriſt, having found 
the Rock, it finds Reſt. The Reſt of ſpringing, 
_ pleaſing Hope, atleaſt: Which muſt flow, from ſome 
ee of Perſuaſion, of its own Salvation. . 
But as a thoroughly convinced, and deeply deject- 
ed Soul, cannot find the Reſt of triumphant Joy, in 
Gov its Saviour, until it is aſſured fully, of its Intereſt 
in Hi and his Salvation exzirely: The Holy Ghoſt 


. _ uſually, applies the Grace of the Promiſe, to the Heirs 


of Promiſe, unto Aſurance of Intereſt in the Promiſe ; 

the Fruit of which Believing, thro the Spirit's Aſuring, 

| is Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory, © 

And tho! this Act of Faith, in Aſſurance of Inte- 

reſt, is often interrupted, and the Joy which attended 

it, is often ſunk ir. the Sorrows of Doubts and Fears : 
2 | Yet 


. of Intereſt ; in Cur, Cc. 47 


Yet I think, that moſt Believers, at one Time or 
other, are thus aſſured of Intereſt in Chriſt, under the 
Sealing Work of the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. And 
as the weakeſt Believers, upon their weakeſt Acts of 
Faith, have ſome pleaſing, Soul-ſtaying Hope; and 
thoſe more eminently aſſured, a triumphant Joy: It 
is evident from hence, that a Perſuaſion of Intereſt in 
Jzsvs, and Salvation by Him, is more or leſs the Pri- 
vilege, of all that believe in his Name: Or, that after 
they have believed, they are ſealed. 
And if, Sir, Believing, and Sealing, are to be re- 
rded as Antecedent, and Conſequent: Aſſurance of 
ntereſt in Chriſt, cannot be Faith's firſt Act. And 
tho“ Believing and Sealing, in ſome Souls, at ſoriie 
Times, are as it were Co-temporaries: Yet, if you 
will allow, as I think you needs muſt, that Sealing, is 
a diſtinct Thing from, that is ſupperadded to, Be- 
lieving : Then, likewiſe the Act of Aſſurance, cannot 
be the firſt Act of Faith; as Aſurance of Intereſt in 
.Chriſt, belongs to the Sealing Work, of the Holy Spirit 
of Promiſe : Or rather, is the happy Effects, of that 
glorious Cauſe.---And if aiter all, you cannot but 
think, Sir, that Aſſurance of Intereſt, is the firſt Act 
of Believing : What Expoſition will you give of the 
Spirit's Sealing, to keep the due Diſtinction between 
That, and Believing ?---May the Holy Ghoſt, the Anoint- 
ing which we have received of the Father, which 
abideth in us: Teach us all Things! That we may 
abide in Chriſt, and in his Truth, unto the End ! Grace 
be with you [--- Reverend Sir, 
\ Your moſt obliged, humble Servant, c. 


„ 
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LETTER III. On Assurancr. of Inrereſt 
in CHRIST: A. e to the * 
Sealing, Sc. 

Reverend SIR, 


F the Original inthe Text at is, * In whom 

„ believing, ye were ſealed :” I humbly think, 
that Believing, and Sealing, are diſtin Things. And 
that this, in whom believing, &c. notes the ObjeZ o 
Faith ; and the Believer's Intereſt, that is ſealed. An 
may not Aſſurance of Intereſt in Chriſt, as belong! 
to the ſealing Work of the Holy Ghoſt, be gathe 
from the Uſe of a Seal: Which in Conveyance of In- 
heritances, is to aſſure? And as the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, ſeals Believers with, or by the Promile : 
What can that his ſealing Work be, if it is not his 
offuring the Heart, of ts Intereſt in the Promiſe, as it 
ftands in God's Book ? Is it not from that Aſſurance 
given in the Promiſe, and the Spirit's Aſſurance of 
Intereſt given thereby to the Heart, that our Aſſurance 
of Faith, as to our happy State, ſprings? While God 
in his Word ſays, ** He that believeth in Chriſt ſhall 
ce not periſh, but have everlaſting Life:? And the 
Spirit ſays, applying the Grace of the Promiſe with 
Divine Power to the Heart, ** Thou, thou art the Man, 
* the Soul, that believing in Chriſt, all not periſb, 
« but have everlaſting Life? Don't He thereby | 

us---And as another Uſe of a Seal, is to convey the 
ſame Image that it bears ; ſo that what is impreſt on 
the Wax, anſwers exactly to the Seal that made the 
Impreſſion : Don't the aſſured, the ſealed Heart, by 
Aſſurance of Faith, anſwer exactly to the Spirit's 
Seal; and ſay, with ineffable Joy, , Tam the Man, 


the Soul, that believing in Chriſt, ſhall not 4 | 
66 ut 


of Intereſt in Cuxisr, c. 43 
but have everlaſting Life. Dr. Goodwin hath ſome- 
thing like this: That as the Foundation of God 
«« ſtandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord knoweth 
* them that are His: So anſwerably, the ſealed Be- 
* liever, hath a certain Knowledge, an Aſſurance given 
“ him, That he is the Lord's.” God's Seal in his Word 
is, The Lord knoweth them that are His : The Spirit in 
ſealing ſets it thus on the Heart, The Lord knoweth' 
Thee to be His: Whence the ſealed Soul ſays, in the 
Aſſurance of Faith, I am the Lord's, am known of 
God, as bis on. And if Aſſurance of Faith, is a Con- 


ſequent of Aſſurance by the Spirit; and the Spirit 


ſeals by the Promiſe, according to the Nature and 
Tenor of it, that in Believing, the Soul hath, and ſhall 
baue Life: What is this Believing, that is diſtinct 
from, and previous to, the Spirit's Sealing; if it be 
not the Soul's Flying to Chriſt for Refuge, as a periſhin 

Sinner, in the Faith of his being the only and All: 
ſufficient Saviour, for its own Salvation from the 
Wrath to come? If this, or ſome other like Act of 


Faith, is that Believing, which is intended in the Pro- 


miſe· requirement, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 


« Chriſt ;” in order to the Soul's Enjoyment of the 
promiſed Grace; Thou ſhalt be ſaved:“ Then, 
and from thence immediately, Intereſt in the Promiſe, 
by the Declaration thereof, commenceth; and Perſua- 
ſion of Intereſt, more or leſs, in an orderly Way 
ariſeth. 

And tho* Aſſurance of Intereſt in Chriſt, is not pre- 
vious to the Sinner's Flight to the Saviour; yet is not 
that his Faith, exerted by his Flight, a meer Notional, 
Hiſtorical Faith, of Chriſt's being an All- ſufficient Sa- 
viour to otbers; but ſuch a Faith of Chriſt's All- 


ſufficiency, that allures the Heart ſweetly and ſtrongly, 
to flee to this oaly Hope is it in the Goſpel, for 
2 5 
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its own Safety, that Chriſt may be, its own Lord eſus ; 
and that thus fleeing to him, it may not only be ſafe, 
but alſo ſee, to its exceeding Joy, its everlaſting Se- 
curity.---Which puts a ſpecifical Difference, between 
the Faith of the weakeſt Believer in its firſt Act; and 
that of Devils, or of all the unregenerate Men in the 
World: Who, whatever their Notions, or Aſſents 
may be, that Chriſt is the Saviour of Sinners, neither ſee 
his Beauty, his tranſcendent Excellency, nor deſire 
him for themſelves, nor will ſubmit unto him as ſuch. 

When Unbelievers ſee Chriſt, in that ſpeculative 
Knowledge which they have of him by his Word or 
Works, there is no Beauty in him, that they ſhou'd 
deſire him. But to them that believe, from the greateſt 
Believer to the leaſt, Chriſt revealed by the Word and 
Spirit of God, is unto them, Precious! Altogether 
lovely, or He is unto them, Al Defires! A Scots 


Divine deſcribes Faith, ſaving Faith, much after this 
Manner: That it is the Soul's approving of Chriſt, 


« a whole Chriſt, as Gop's Salvation; the Heart's. 
2 pleaſing irſelf with this Device of infinite Wiſ- 
« dom.”--I wou'd add, and from hence, from the 
Souls ſeeing the Son, Faith in him, is its yielding that 
Obedience which is called for, in an actual Flight to 
the Saviour, or believing on him, for its own Salvation. 
Upon which it is its Duty to ſeek, and Privilege to 


enjoy, a Perſuaſion of Salvation, that it ſhall not periſh, 


but have everlaſting Life., 

On the other Hand, Sir, if Aſſurance of Intereſt 
in Chriſt, was that frſt Act of Faith, which is re- 
quired of a Sinner towards the Saviour ; and ſprings 


not in a ſecondary Way, from the Spirit's Aſſurance 


given by the Promiſe to the Heart of a Believer: I 
ſee not what that Believing is, which to me appears 
diſtinct from Sealing, and 9 to it. And if the 

Spirit's 


of Intereſt in Cur1sT, &c. 45 


Spirit's Sealing, or his Aſſuring, is placed firft, and 
our Believing, or being aſſured, next, upon Suppo- 
ſition, that this Aſſurance, was Faith's firſf 47; Ts 
not the Order in which Believing and Sealing ſtand in 
the ſacred Word, thereby inverted ? And ſhou'd not 
the Text be rendered, In whom being ſealed, ye be- 
lieved ?—But as the Spirit's aſſuring the Heart, of the 
Soul's Intereſt in the Promiſe, muſt be according to the 
Declaration thereof, which is made therein, ©* Thar - 
Believing, it ſhall be ſaved:“ That Beheving, which is. 
revious to the Declaration of the Soul's Salvation; 

muſt be ſomething elſe, than a full Perſuaſion of its 
own Salvation: Which before Faith, neither exiſs in 
the Promiſe, as it ſtands in God's Book, nor is wit- 
neſſed by the Spirit to the Heart.—I can't but think, 
That if Aſſurance of Intereſt in Chriſt, is made Faith's 
firſt Act, that many weak Believers, are doctrinally 
thereby, excluded from their Right, and made to think, 
that they are not ſo, when they are: That Unbelievers 
are called to believe That, for which they have xo 
Ground in the Word of God: And that this Kind of 
Faith in Chriſt, That He died for them , cannot be 
required of all Men; as it neither is, can, nor ever will 
be, a Truth in itſelf.— Pardon the Freedom of, Reve- 
rend Sir, | 


Yours moſt Humbly, and Affectionately, &c. 


LET- 
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LET TER JI. On the Git of the Holy Spi- 
RI to Believers, as a Sealer, and his being to 
them as ſuch, the EARNEST of their IxHERI- 
"ANCE, nn ba 9 


Reverend and Dear Sin, 

N other Letters I have given you my Thoughts, 
That Believing, Eph. i. 13. is a diſtin Thing 
from Scaling, and previous to it. And in this, weak 

as I am, wou'd give a Hint, to comfort you, and my 

own Heart, if the Gop of all Comfort, will thus pleaſe 
to favour us both: With reſpect to the Spirit's being 
faid, as a Sealer, to be an Earneſt. As, 

. Eph. i. 14. Which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, 
aunts] the Redemption of the purchaſed - Poſſeſſion, unto the 
Praiſe of his C. 2 

6 Which is the Earneſt, i. e. Which Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, that ſealed us, is the Earneſt, &c. An Earneſt, Sir, 

among Men, as you well know, is, in a large Senſe; a 

Pledge, or Pawn, given by one Perſon to aſſure an- 

other, of the Fulfilment of an Agreement, or Bargain, 

Or rather, in a more ſtri& and proper Senſe, ah Earneſt; 

is a Part of the whole Sum, and aſſures it, from the 

Perſon giving, unto the Perſon to whom it is given, 

And unto this of an Earneſt, the Holy Spitit of Pro- 

miſe, with which Believers are ſealed, is here compared. 

An Earneſt is given upon a previous Agreement, to 
confirm it. And thoſe to whom the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe is given, as an Earneſt, are at an Agreement 
with the Gob of Promiſe. — The Propoſition of the 
Saviour, to be received by the Sinner, thro' the Word 
of the Goſpel, that Promiſe of Life, that Word of 
Faith, which requires and warrants an Act of Faith; 

| is 
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to Believers as a Scaler, and EAxxxEsr, c. 


is actually received, and the Saviour therein, by the 
Faith of a periſhing Sinner. God the Saviour gives 
Himſelf, and all that Hz is and has, as a free, full, 
and everlaſting Donation, in and by his moſt gracious 


and faithful Promiſe , unto that Singer who receives 


in Faith, this Word of Faith, and the Saviour thereby, 


in all his infinite Fulneſs and Faithfulneſs, for Himſelf, 


for his own Salvation. And the believing Sinner, 


anſwerably, gives up Himſelf, to be the Lord's, en- 
tirely and eternally. Gop the Saviour, receives the 


Sinner, to ſave him in and by, and with Himſelf for 
ver: And Gop the Father, as the Fountain of the 
Deity, and Sum of all Felicity, gives Himſelf unto 


Believer, as his Time-Portion, and eternal ALL. 


Even to every Soul, that ſupremely deſires Hi, and 
none beſides him; as the Sum and Center of all his 


Bliſs, whether in Heaven or Earth: That lays hold 
on Gop by Faith, as his own Covenant-Gad, in 


Chriſt ; and that receiving the Lord, to be his Gop ens 


tirely, makes an entire Surrender of himſelf, to be the 


Lord's eternally. ot In 
And upon this Agreement, God the Father, Seals 


to it: Sends down the Spirit of his Son, into the Heart 
of a Believer, as a Seal, and Sealer; to witneſs unto 


his Spirit, in and by the Promiſe, that the Lord is his 
Saad, and He the Lord's forever. Which ſolemn Aſſu- 
rance, given by the Spirit in the Promiſe, apply d to 
the Heart by his own Almighty Energy, produces in 
the Soul, the Aſſurance of Faith inſtantly, and fills it 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. The Holy 
Spirit, as the Spirit of Grace, given of Gon, to work 


all Grace, Joy, and Holineſs in 1c, is Gop's Seal, ſet 
upon us; and the Perſon of the Spirit in his Work of 


Sealing, is Gop's Zarneft, given to us. 


An Zorweft, ſtriftly taken, differs from a Pledge, or 


Pawn, 


47 
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Pawn, in this: That an Earneſt is not to be returned 
again; as is a Pledge, when that for which it was a 
Pawn, is received. An Earneſt, indeed, among Men, 
tho? not ſo deſigned, may poſſibly be returned, upon 
the Perion's Repentance, who received it, unto the 
Perſon that gave it; and upon his Reception of it, the 
Agreement be made null and void. Or the Perſon 
giving an Earneſt, may repent of what he hath done ; 
and ſo nullify the Bargain.—But not ſo, ſhall it ever 
be, with any one Soul, that has received the Earneſt of 
the Spirit in his Heart. The Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as the Spirit of Grace, as the Spirit of Promiſe, as a 
Seal, Sealer, and Earneſt; is a Gift of God, that on his 
Part, is abſolutely without Repentance. And thence, 
ſhall every happy Soul, on whom this invaluable Gift 
is beſtowed, be ſo taught and influenced of Gop, that 
they ſhall never repent, of their having received God in 
Chriſt, to be their preſent and eternal All: Nor of 
their having given up themſelves entirely, to be the 
Lord's eternally. . Nor yet ſhall any of their Imper- 
fections, nor Abominations, ſo provoke the Lord, that 
He will rake away his Holy Spirit from them. He 
may. indeed juſtly, when they {in grievouſly, chaſtiſe 
them ſeyerely, by taking from them the Comforts of 
the Holy Ghoſt : But his Spirit as the Comforter, He 
will never, never take from them. No: Gop's Co- 
venant with CHRIST, and with all His in Him, ſtand- 
eth faſt forever. Once hath H ſworn by his Ho- 
lineſs : That Hz will not lie unto David. His Seed 
ſhall endure forever; and his Throne, as the Sun be- 
fore him: It ſhall be eſtabliſhed forever as the Moon, 
and. as a faithful Witneſs in Heaven.“ The Holy 
Spirit of Promife, once given as an Earneſt, into the 
Hearts of Believers, ſhall abide there forever; as an 
Aduring Part, of their whole ſecure Inharitance, 54 
| | til 


/ 
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| Until the Redemption of the e Paſſſon. That 
is, until the great Tubilze, the Reſurrection- Morning- 


Glory. When' the Bodies of the Saints, ſhall be re- 
deemed from the Mwer of the Grave, and their whole 


Perſons thereby, redeemed by Power, in the Virtue 


Divine Perfections, which do, and ever 


of their hejng redeemed by Price: From all Mifery, 


and unto all Glory, in the full Poſſeſſion of their vaſt 
Inheritance in Light, unto Life eternal, —And when 
thus the Lord's Redeemed, ſhall poſſeſs the Whole of 
that Inheritance, of which the Holy Spirit of Promiſe 
is now an Earneſt, the Enjoyment of which was pra- 
cured for them, by the Blood of the Lord-Redeemer, 
a ſecured to them, by the gracious, faithful Pramiſe 
of God the Father, and by the Holy Spirit as a Sealer : 
This their ineffable and exernal Bliſs, muſt needs for- 
ever be, unto Jabovab's Praſſ 
No the Praiſe of bis Glory ! Of che 912 af all x 

Pei wall, cqnſfi- 
cuoully ſhine, in the Contrivagce, Proviſign, and Im- 
petration, and in the effectual Application, of Gap's 
great Salvation, for, and to Sinners, in and by Jeſus 
Chriſt. In the incarnate Son of Gop, who far us, at 
his Father's Commandment, and in his own immenſe 
Grace, humbled his Great SELF, and became obedient: 
Obedient unto Death, even the Death 185 the Crals : 
As our Head of Reprefentation ! And by him, exalted 
to the Throne, to raiſe periſhing Sinners, who were 
juſtly ſentenced to die eternally, to fit with the exalted 


Saviour, in immortal Life and Glory: As our Head 


of Communication! And when the Glory of Gop, 


ſhall be thus illuſtriouſiy diſplayed: The Glory of 


Go, in his infinite Eſſence, in his infinite Perſons, in 
his infinite Perfections, in his wiſe Counſels, and firm 
Decrees; and in his 2 Works, of 8 
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Providence ; as ſubſervient to his more magnificent 
Works, of Redemption and Grace; and all in Sub- 
ſervience to that All- ſurpaſſing Werk. of eternal Glory: 
When all this Mind - illuminating, and Heart-endear- 
ing, Heart-raviſhing Glory, ſhall at once in full Splen- 
dor, caſt its innumerable Rays, upon ſaved Men, and 
confirmed Angels, and ſhine upon them, into them, 
with an creating er htneſs to a boundleſs, Space : 
O how ſtrongly will it firike their Strings, unto nobleſt 
Tunes, to reſound Jexyovan's Praiſes, unto endleſs 
Ages! Our complete Redemption, to the full Poſſeſ- 
ſion of our great Inheritance in the Light of Clap, 
as Heirs of Gop, and Joint-Heirs with Car1sT ; by 
Saints and Angels, will be forever, To the Praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace! Of all his Glory; diſplay'd in a 
Way of infinite Grace | Unto the Praiſe of his Glory — 
'Thus, Sir, I humbly think, That the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, in his Work of Sealing, is an Earneſt : 
Which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, until the 
Redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, unto the 
Praiſe of his Glory.” | 
For Lack of Time, Sir, I muſt omit at preſent, 
what I wou'd have added.—That all Grace, may always 
abound towards you, unto all Aſſiſtance and Succels, in 
your Preaching and writing Work : is the hearty De- 
fire of, Reverend Sir, ray <= 
Tour moſt obliged humble Servant, &c. 
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LETTER II. On the Gift of the Holy Sp1- 
RIT to Belzevers, as a Sealer, and his being to 
them as ſuch, the EarnesT of their Inner 1- 
TANCE. | A 


Reverend and Dear Sir, 


N my laſt I gave a Hint concerning the Holy 

Spirit of Promiſe, who ſeals the Heirs of Promiſe, 
as to his being therein, the Earneſt of their Inheritance. 
And in this I add: cls a 
That the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, when He ſeals 
Believers, when He aſſures their Hearts by the Pro- 
. miſe, of their Intereſt in Chriſt, and in the Love of 
Gop, in and thro' Him, and thus draws out their 
Souls, to love Gop again; is not only a ſure Earneſt, 
but alſo a free Earneſt. | 

The Holy Spirit as an Earneſt, beſtowed of Ged, is 
not given, upon any valuable Conſideration, received of 
Men. As upon the Payment of a Sum of Money, a 
Turf, or ſmall Clod of Earth, may be given for Right 
of Inheritance, and as an initial Poſſeſhon, to the Pur- 
chaſer of a large Eſtate. — Nor yet is the Earneſt 
of the Spirit, an Earneſt of Wages, for Work to be 
done. As Servants, whg engage to ſerve their Ma- 
ſters, receive an Earneſt, in Part of Pay, which ſe- 
cures the whole Sum, to be given as a juft Reward, 
of their performed Work. 

No: The Holy Ghoſt, as an Earneſt, is not given 
of Gop, for any valuable Conſideration in us : Not for 
Faith itſelf, as our Work.—Faith, tho* a required 
Duty, when in Obedience to Go, it is yielded moſt 
readily, is a free Gift of his infinite Bounty, both as to 


Principle and Act. The Principle of Faith in the 
| G 2 Heart, 
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Heart, is produced there, by the Almighty P 
the Go af all Grade; and by the fan Alntghiry E- 
nergy, is the Soul excited to, and aſſiſted in, the Act 
of, Faith. Which tho' a required Duty, as the Crea- 
ture's Act; is yet a given Bounty, as to the Power of 
Action. The Gop of all Grace, moſt graciouſly re- 
quires; and in and by the Requirement, to the Sub- 
| jets of Grace, He moſt freely gives. —Thus Faith, 
in Prineiple and Act, is Gov's Free«Gift ; and it, and 
the Soul thereby, gives nothing to Gob; but what i 
firſt received from hit. A believing Sintter, indeed, 
gives Glory to Gop the Saviour; but alas, therein, 
he falls far ſhort, 6f giving the Glory due unto his 
Name! But fo far as by Believing he gives Glory to 
God, he doth it freely, as his Bounden Duty, from a 
veh Power, as his exceeding great Pribilege. And 
very Duty, performed, is Privilege ; the Work, 
Reward: As thus to give Glory to God, fills the 
Heart with ineffable Joy | Afid the Obedience of 
Faith, as 4 Sinners required Duty, is yielded by the 
Beljevet molt feadily, and eſteemed his Privilege un- 
ſpenkably; in that Faith's Obedience, yielded by 
given Grace, is Gop's appointed Way, for his Right, 
lis pleadable Right to, and preſent, and future Enjoy- 
menx of, all ſpiritual and eternal Felicity | Faith, is a 
freely given Grace, to teceive a freely given Inberitance: 
Of which the Holy Ghdſt, in his Work of Sealing, is 
a freely-given Earniſt. ee . 
Nor is the Holy Spirit as ſuch; an Earneſt of Wages, - 
for Work to be done, that ſhall deſerve the Reward, that 
is to be given. For tho” the happy Souls, to whom 
the Holy Spirit of Promiſe is given as an Earneſt, are 
at an Apreement with the Gop of Promiſe : As to their 
Reception .of Him for their Portion, iti the Way of 
Faitt's Submiſſion, unto Self-Dedication : Yet is _— 


Power, of 


* 
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Reſignation, to be the Lord's entirely, yielded by 
them moſt freely, as their bounden Duty; to which 
and in and for all their After-Service, they are an 
ſhall be, allured, aſſiſted, and ſecured, by infinite Boun- 
ty: That they thus receiving a Salvation that is all 
of Grace, from Foundation, to the Top- ſtone, may 
give unto Jehovab, the Entire and Eternal Glory ! For, 
not as an Earneſt of Mages, do they receive the Holy 
Ghoſt; but as an Earneſt of an Iuberitance. Of an 
Inheritance ſettled upon Gop's Choſen in Carts, 
by his everlaſting Covenant, before the World 
was: And ſettled upon his Children called by Grace, 
unto Faith in Chriſt, by his free Promiſe, and confirm- 
ed by his ſolemti Oath, in and by his written Word; 
unto all the Heirs of Promiſe : Who have fled for 
Refuge from impending Wrath, to lay hold on Chriſt, 
their only Hope, by the Grace of Faith. Thus the 
Holy Spirit is a free, as well as a ſure Earneſt. 

And as an Earneſt, that is ſtrĩẽtly and properly ſo, 
is a Part of the Whole, and of the ſame Nind with it : 
So, Gop the Holy Ghoſt, given to Believers as an 
Earneft, is a Part of their whole Inheritance in Gop, 
in the Three-One Gon, Father, Son, and Spirit, in, 
the Great Jenovan, who is their everlaſting Portion, 
their eternal Lor] And is of the ſame Kind with their 
Inheritance itfelf. That Glory and Joy in Gop, as 
their own God in Chriſt forever and ever; that Con- 
formity to the Divine Image, "iy Dedication to Je- 


|  hoval''s Praife ; with which Behevers are bleſt, when 


favoured with the Sealing of the Holy Ghoſt, in which 
He becomes an Earneſt : Are Drops of the ſame Nina, 
with that plenteous Sher of Divine Influence, which 
ſhall hereafter be poured down upon them. Or rather, 
They are Streams of that River of Gop, of that Ocean 
of Pleaſure, which ſhortly, when Believers have put 3 
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the Body, and put it on again, in Reſurrection- Glory, 
they ſhall have in God, to a bleſt Eternity ! They are, 
for ſublime Delights, of the very ſame Kind, with thoſe 
Rivers of Pleaſure, which flow at Gop's Right- 
Hand, for Evermore.” _ | 

But theſe Delights, tho' of the ſame Kind, are vaſtly 
inferior for Degree As an Earneſt, tho' of the ſame 
Kind, is but a ſmall Part, to the whole Sum. As a 
Shilling may be given as an Earneſt, for the Payment 
of Thouſands of Pounds: So the Earneſt of the Spirit, 
tho* of the ſame Kind with the whole Inheritance, is 
youu ſmall Part, of the Saints great, and wondrous 

"rh | | 

The Holy Spirit, as Dr. Owen well obſerves, is 
the next and immediate, of all Divine Communications 
unto #s.*.-Gop the Father, communicates of Him- 
ſelf to us, in and thro' CaurisT; and CHRIST, in and 
thro? the Spixir. When we are bleſt with the Seal- 
ing pf the Spirit, and Hi therein and thereby, as the 
Earheſt of our Inheritance: The Three-one God, 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, come down, as it were, 


to dwell and ſhine, to live and reign, in the Heart of 
an Heir of Promiſe: To caſt their bright Glories, the 
Glories of infinite Gracò, with aſſimulating Rays, up- 


on all his intellectual Faculties. And the Soul of a 


ſealed Believer, in the happy Moments of Sealing, 


having received thereby the Earneſt of his Inheritance, 
ſtrongly attracted by Divine Magnetic-Love, forget- 


ful of his former Proffenſe, aſcends ſwiftly in Love, 
to dwell in Gop, as Love : As his prime Parent, and 
Center of Soul-Reſt ; as the Source, and Sum-Total, 
of all -his enjoy'd and defired Bliſs, begun in Time, and 
conſummate in, and to Eternity. Oh the ſweet En- 
dearments, the Heart-Raviſhments, the ſtrong En- 
gagements, and in all, the ineffable Enjoyments, of 

| Ar Time- 
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Time-Communion with Gop in Love! When bleſt 
with the Spirit's Sealing, receiving the Earneſt of our 
Inheritance, the End of our Faith, in bright Foreviews, 
and ſweet Foretaſtes of our eternal Bliſs, in Gop, as 
our own God forever and ever in Chriſt ; we rejoice 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glery! Heaven comes 
down, to meet us on this Earth; and thither inſtantly 
our Spirits fly, to embrace and adore, the Benignity, 
the Majeſty, of our infinite Gop ; tho* our Bodies are 
for a while confined on this inferior Clod. 
What is the Earneſt of our Inheritance, but This: 
% Gop, in the Perſon of the Spirit, given us in Part, 
to aſſure and ſecure the Whole: By which Gop com- 
municates of Himſelf to #s ; and draws us into Com- 
munion with Him: Unto a partial Change into the 
Image of his Purity, an initial Taſte of his infinite 
Bliſs, and a ſolemn Dedication to his Praiſe.” | 
And what but This, u ill our Inheritance be: The 
Fulheſs of the Spirit, in the immediate Enjoyment of 
Gop in CuRIsT : Unto a complete Likeneſs to Him, 
a delicious Feaſt on his infinite Goodneſs, and an en- 
tire and eternal Dedication to his Praiſe, in Adoration 
of his infinite Greatneſs : To the Praiſe of the Glory 
of his boundleſs Grace, in making us Heirs of Promiſe, 
and in bleſſing us as ſuch, with the promiſed Inheri- 
tance ?” | WY 
But O! Whither am I run? “ Father, forgive the 
bold Attempt, of my unwary Pen! The Thought- 
leſs Liſpings, of thy little Babe !'—Oh my dear Bro- 
ther, ſhall a Child that cannot ſpeak, pretend to ſay, 
What our eternal Inberitance, in an infinite Gop, will 
be ! No— I'll give over the ſearchlefs Search! Tis 
a Theme too High, for a Creature ſo low !—Shou'd 
the Tongues of Men and of Migels, unite to tell, what 


our Inheritance in Jznovan, is and will be, to a * 
; | ; 4 | 
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leſs Eternity: Their Minds wou'd faint, their Tongues 
wou'd fail, beneath the unequal Taſk 3 and gbliged 
they wou'd be to ſay, Eye hath not ſeen, Ear hath 
not heard, what thou, O Gop, haſt prepared in thing 
infinite SELF, from thine infinite Love, for thoſe who 
in Love to THee, wait for Thee!“ For, Who by 
ſearching can find out Gop ? Who can find out the 
Almighty to Perfection?” Augels, vail their Faces, as 
yaworthy to look upon his immenſe Glory! And how 


much more ſa, are They, that dwell in Houſes of Cl! 


And the chief of Sinners, an abominable Creature, that 
drinketh Iniguity like Mater | 


But Sir, Tho' it is beyond a Creature-Mind, ang | 


eſpecially in this imperfect State, to think or ſay, what 
ur Inheritance in Gop will be: Yet from the Nature 
of the Earneſt, as it is a Part of the Whole, and of the 


_ fame Kind with it: We know more, by an inward, 
Meet, ſpiritual Senſatian, and by 4 ſupernatural Faith, 


in Divine Declaration, what the Inheritance of Saigts, 


im the Light of Glory, in the Gop of Glory, will he; 
_ tho? the weakeſt Babes in Chriſt : Than all the learned 


Tribe, of mere natural Men in the World. We know 
it by an internal Revelation, of Divine Declaration : 


We have by the given Earneſt, a ſweet Foretaſte, of 


that delicious Feaſt, which will be our rich Repaſt, in 
the full Poſſeſſion of our eternal Inheritance. We 
have in the Spirit's Light, diſplay'd to, and received 
by Faith, an opening Glance, of the Glory of full and 
endleſs Viſion ! — And if the Joy of the Earneſt re- 
ceived by Faith, is unſpeakable and full of Glory: Oh 
how inexpreſſible, how inconceiveable, will be the Joy, 
the Glory of Sight ! When once put into the full Poſ- 
ſeffion, of the Lonp our Portion, as the Gop. af all 
Grace, the Gop of Glosy in CuhRISr; which is now 


our glorious Reverſion! What we enjoy of Gop on 
2 a | Ear th, 
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Earth, is happily experienced; but can never be fully 
expreſt, How great and unknown, then, will our 
Enjoyments be in Heaven! When we ſee our Lonp 
as He is, and our Gop Face to Face! Sow ar + ot | 
| ſtance, Darkneſs, natural, or ſinful Weakneſs! 

thing leſs than the full Poſſeſſion of Jenovan, our Gaſt 
— can tell us what our Joys, our Glories in 
Hi will be, to a boundleſs Eternity | — But moſt 
ſurely, As we have now of Gop's F ree-Grace, received 
the Holy Spirit of Promiſe : Which is the Earneſt of 
our Tuberitance, until the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſ- 
Hon : This great Beſtow ment, and that greater En- 
joyment, by all the adoring Throng, of Saints and 
Angels round the Throne,. will forever be, Uno tbe 
Praiſe of bis Glory (- And hence: 

Have you,'Sir, have I, heard the Word * Truth, 
the Goſpel of our Salvation z voto Soul Truſt in Go 
the Saviouk ; and after we believed, bave we been 
ſealed, "A that Holy Spprit of Promiſe, which is the 
Earneſt of our Inberitaure: While Thouſands of our. 
Fellow · Creatures, never heard of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
and Numbers that have heard of his have 
never heard his Voice, unto in HIM; nor have 
7 Part with us, in the unſpeakable Privilege of the 

Spirit, as © Sealer and Earneſt: bat Thanks, 
| oY holy Obedience, to Jehovah's Praiſe, ſhall we 
—.— to the /LoxD, for this his free, rich, diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace to us'! Let us begin the delightful Work 
on Earth, which will de in b e our eternal Em- 
ploy : Unto be Praiſe of bis Glary | 

Has the-Gop, of all Grace, ſealed us with the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe, as the Earneſt : Let us Expert in 
Faitb, The Fulfilment of Gop's Truth, the full Poſ- 
ſellion of our Great iet 3 of. which che Holy 
Ghoſt i is a Jure Earneſt, | | Hz 

Have 
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Have we received the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, who 
in Sealing us, was a free Earneſt : Let this Support our 
Spirits, under greateſt Preſſures from our own Weakneſs 
and Unworthineſs. Jehovah's Grace is boundleſs! And 
He that in infinite Grace, gave us the great Earneſt; 
of the ſame unmerited, infinite Goodneſs, will bleſs 
us with the vaſter Inheritance. And, 
Is the Earneſt of the Spirit which we have happily 
received, as a Part of the Whole, and of the ſame 
Kind with it, ſo ineffably ſweet; which is yet but a 
4 I Part, if compared with the glorious Inheritance: 
us hence, from a momentary ſweet Foretaſte, Long. 
| moſt earneſtly, for the ſu rior Sweetneſs, the -ineffable 
Delights, 6 our Everlaſting Feat! When the given 
Earneſt, ſhall riſe to:the'-whole Inheritance'! When we 
ſhall be put into the full Poſſeſſion of the Infinite and 
Eternal God, as our infinite and eternal Lor]! Caſt, 
as Veſſels of Mercy, for an eternal Fill, into his in- 
finite Ocean of Glory. ! And with Saints and Angels, 
unto endleſs Ages, admire and adore, extol and praiſe, 
that immeaſurable Grace, which raiſed us from the 
ſearchleſs Depths of Sin and Death; unto thoſe amazing 
Heights of Holineſs and Life! And fixt us There, 
above a Poſſibility, or Fear, of Falling Thence, for 
poſſeſs our vaſt 
Inleritance in Gob, of whieh the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, is now, The Earn: It muſt needs be, to a vaſt 
Eternity, Unto the Praiſe of His G 


lory Mean Time, 
Grat Grace be with you Pray for the Leaſt of Chriſt's: 


Who is moſt affectionately, Reverend Sir, 


\ | Yours at all Obedience in the Lord, &c. 
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